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Mouth of the River Journalism Standards 

We of Mouth of the River promise... 

1. That we will promote tolerance through our articles. We will not 
slander or take personal shots against people or groups of people. 

2. To be honest and truthful: no plagiarism or fabrication of 
facts or quotes. 

3. That we will be accurate in our reporting, writing and editing. 

4. That we will represent the school community as a whole through our 
sources of information and the issues that we report on. 

5. That we will be objective and unbiased in our articles unless they are 
clearly labeled as opinion. 

6. That we will write unique articles that entertain and inform. 

7. That the visual presentation of our newspaper will be 
professional and appealing. 

8. Quality. We will not publish something that we are not proud of or that 
we wouldn't read ourselves. 


Table of Contents 

News 


Senior Destinations 

4 

Is College Really Worth It? 

6 

Baby Central 

10 

Features 


Senior Vs. Freshman 

19 

The Essence of Chill 

21 

Senior Wills 

/ 

30 

Op-Ed 

... p.33-43 

The Fall of Peppiness 

34 

Iran So Far 

35 

Class of 06 in Twenty Years.... 

36 

Sports 

.. p .44-51 

Matt Samo Tribute 

44 

Athletes of the Month 

45 

Student-Athlete Transfers 

48 


Editors in Chief- Maggie Slepian, Bobby Lambert 

Business Manager- Eric Baker 

Photo Editor- Aimee Lockhardt 

Website Editor- Matt Mills 

Circulation Manager- Laura Peters 

News Manager- Nathan Santos 

Doubletruck Editor- Bobby Lambert, Eric Baker 
Faculty Advisor- Judy Kucera 


News 

Laura Peters- Department Head 

Catherine Clough- Layout Editor 

Aimee Lockhardt- Photo Editor 

Molly Smith- Assistant 
Layout Editor 


Features 

Eric Baker- Department Head 

Racheal Dowhan- Layout 
Editor 

Brittany Gaylord- Photo Editor 

Bobby Lambert- Assitant 
Layout Editor 


Op-Ed 

Maggie Slepian- Department Head 
Nate Gross- Layout Editor 
Nate Santos- Photo Editor 


Sports 

Nick Sosnowski- Department Head 
Luke Harris- Layout Editor 
Matt Mills- Photo Editor 







June 2, 2006 


News 


3 


Mouth of the River 





Top 5 Follies 
Skits 


.Freshmen 
Mean Girls* 


2. Spanish with 
Mrs. Schaeffer 


3. Luscious Lou vs 

Lee Unit Rap 


4. Finale Song 


5. Mr. Lawrence 
and Baby Blue 
Battle 


The Follies Tradition Continues 


Follies was all about tradition this year— or at least that's how it 
started off. Paying homage to the spring musical. Fiddler on the 
Roof, follies kicked it off with their own rendition of "Tradition" 
singing about things like filling out college applications and the 
cafeteria cheesy bagels. For the rest of the night, the audience 
followed Chris Milner through a "typical" high school day includ- 
ing breakfast at Young's, Spanish and Trigonometry class; lunch 
with the freshman girls, and after school activities. 

"I thought it went very well and I'm very proud we pulled it off. 
The amount of people that showed up surprised me considering 
the flood conditions!" says Senior Sam Morrill, the assistant 
director of follies. 

Follies earned somewhere around $3200 (few people know the 
exact figures), and according to Morrill, "We hardly broke even. A 
good majority is going to [help reimburse] the Baker family and the little that's left will probably go 
towards project graduation." 

On May 16 th and 17 th , Follies played at the Ioka Theatre in Exeter to rave reviews. 

When asked what her favorite part of follies was. Junior Lily Shaker exclaimed the final song, the 
scenes with Mr. Monahan and describes the Luscious Lou rap as being "so intense!" In fact, in a survey 
asking what students' favorite part of follies was the top three came in this order: Freshman "mean 
girls", Spanish with Mrs. Schaffer, and the Luscious Lou vs. Lee Unit rap. 

Art teacher Maria Rosi-Ray was one of the few teachers who went to follies. She said her decision to go, 
when teachers were advised not to, was that she was going as a member of the community not an ORHS 
teacher. "Overall, I enjoyed Secret Underground Follies. Most of the show was positive, funny, creatively 
produced, and displayed some incredible talent from the senior class." 

The standing question is whether or not underground follies will become a tradition, Morrill doesn't 
think it will. "An insane amount of effort was put into every part of follies from rehearsals to making the 
soundtrack and costume list. You don't realize how much work goes into a show. I don't think it will 
(become a tradition) because it is way too hard to pull off. I hope the administration will realize they 
made a mistake and bring it back to the school— for the students' sake." 

But Shaker thinks the juniors will continue underground follies. "We are beginning to lose tradition. 
Tradition is a way to keep history with us and we are letting go of that history. Many students feel that as 
we let go of tradition we are letting go of our freedoms because those traditions were our privileges. The 
seniors proved that the administration can't control everything. The administration is trying to prevent 
future conflicts by preventing all senior classes to do what one class did. They say we learn from our 
mistakes, but what if these mistakes are not our own?" 


The Freshmen “Mean Girls” chatting it up during their lunch. 

From left to right: Chelsea Evans, Catherine McNally, Michelle Crothers, Sam Brown and Nikki Casimirou. 


Ben Walnicki as Luscious Lou defends his title 
against Lee Unit. 
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Senior 

Destinations 
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BasfianiMi Florida Atlantic 
M&tew Belcher - Undecided 


rejf Be®^ Junior Hock^j* 

Petsr Maldferwood h- School ffc Hie Museum of Fine AM : 
Phil barter wAir Guard 
Hicdi Gasixmro - Mount Ida BMversity 
> -r Macintosh College 




Racheal Dowhan - San Diego State University 
Dimah Eroshkin - Saint Joseph's University 
Shannen Evans - Stratham Technical Institute 
Brianne Gonet - Undecided 
Caneel Graham - France and Russia 
Jordan Greene - Sterling University 
Kira Griswold - American University 
Nathan Gross - Year Off 
Erik Guthrie - University of Vermont 
Andrea Hammar - Sailing around the world 
Shane Harris-Capuano - Lewis and Clark College 
Caitlin Hart - Tufts University 
Emily Heckel - Macalester College 
Taryn Hentz - Colorado State University 



■ . - 

j 

John Hotgftkiss II College of Wooster 


Alex Hoyt - Thomas College 

Matthew Irvine - Colorado Mountain College 


Ivey Jones - Flagler College (FL) 

S ti 

Matt Johnson — Colorado Moittttete College 


Erhily Karelitz - Wheaton College 


Jade Knoll - Northeastern 

Thad LaGoursiere - Year Off 


Sarah Lamb - Whittier University 

Robert Lambert - Gettysburg College 

Elizabeth Lanzer - McGill University 

Rick Laughton - Roger Williams University 

Katy Leroy -Moving West and Working 

Sarah Litvaitis - Coluir#fa Art School 


Steven Maynard - LeSalie University 

KettyAittte McCafferty - Southern Connecticut State University 

• : ■ : : v - 

Megan McDonnell - University of Toronto 

■ ■ | |j jHNi | Hi 1 . |1 I ? 1 i ‘ v ~ : 1 - 


Study Abroad In 
Durham, NH... A 
Tribute to UNH 

Alyssa Ament 
Katherine Boucher 
Samantha Brown 
Caitlin Carlsen 
Valerie Caswel 
Allison Collopy 
Nicole Coughenour 
Angela Couse 
Rebekah Davis 
Andrew DeGrace 
Chelsea Evans 
Luke Harris 
Laurel Kilmain 
Sarah Kniaz 
Aimee Lam 
Aimee Lockhardt 
Chris Milner 
Antonina Minko 
Olivia Mullin 
Will Mullin (Thompson) 

Emily Pappas 
Christina Pinette 
Polina Prusevich 
Alex Rainey 
Aileen Riepel 

Morgan Roux (Whittamore) 
Megan Shulz 
Maggie Slepian 
Matthew Tirrell 
Phillip Trombley (Thompson) 
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Megan McMahon— Carleton College (MN) 

Catherine McNally— University of Colorado Bolder 
Kirsten Michener— Roanoke College 
Courtney Miller— Montana State 
Matt Mills— Northeastern University 
Samantha Morrill— Boston University 
Pete Mudgett— year off 
Joe Murphy— Southern Maine University 
Katherine Nardi— ORHS 
Sophie Nelson— Slovakia 
Dan Nye Power— Working 
Wendy O' By me— Theatre 
Allison Pareti— undecided 

Natasha Pasternack— Southern New York University Buffalo 
Nachiket Patkar— New Hampshire Community Technical College 
Laura Peters— Wheaton College 
Kelly Pettengill— Keene State College 
Rachel Poppke— Davenport University 
Kristen Puffer— Endicott College 
Ben Pullar— Brewster Academy 
Hannah Rankin— Temple University 
Tonya Raucci— Semester off then Culinary College 




Natasha Reel* —Year off to travel 
Mike Rice— Undecided 

Brennan Smith— Brigham Young University (one semester religious mission) 
Molly Smith — Plymouth State University 
Jessica Roeder-^ Connecticut College 
Sarah Roeder —Providence College 
Daniel Salier— Northern Essex Coimnuhity College 
Rich Santello— Stratham Tech, or Year off 
Selfha Saravong ^Suffolk College or Dean College 




Laura Sh< 
cox- Ayres- 


y-UndecidS 
-moving to Florida 
rd— Working 


Jan Slezak— University of New England 
Erica Snyder Undecided 
Andrew Sobel— Northeastern University 
Nick Sosnowski — Southern New Hampshire University 
Courtney Stevens —Arizona State University 
Samantha Streelman— Mount Ida College 
Ben Sulsky— University of Massachusetts Amherst 
Mariah Tarvainen— Maryland Institute College of Art 
Kinsman Taylor— Plymouth State University 
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Sonya Thibeault— Air Force 
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Is College Really Worth It? 





Emily Heckel wearing her college sweatshirt 


"It's definitely worth going to college/ 7 Senior Ben Pullar said. Pullar, however, 
also feels that 77 the prices are getting ridiculously high 77 and that although he 
doesn't worry about the cost of college too much, 77 my parents certainly do. 77 

Most seniors seem to agree with Pullar, that the costs of colleges are high but 
worth it. Senior Megan McMahon said, 77 you 7 re going to a really good school, I 
think it 7 s worth it. 77 McMahon's private school is costing her around $44,000. 

Others seniors-feel differently. Senior Nicole Coughenour had to choose between 
going to UNH without loans, or going to a private school and coming out with 
almost $100,000 in loans to pay off after college. 77 I couldn't go to the college I 
wanted to because my parents are making me pay for college and it was too 
expensive, 77 she said, 77 The professors deserve to get paid a lot of money... but I 
don't know if it's worth it to go to an expensive college if you are going to spend 
the rest of your life paying it off." 

Senior Sam Brown said that although the cost of college is high, it's worth it 


"Is college really worth it?" The 
number of times this question has been 
asked in the Senior Kore within the past 
three months has numbered quite a few. 
Students, but especially the senior class, 
have been questioning the value of a 
standard college education in relation to 

the job market. 

"I don't think $40,000 is worth it when the kids come out of college and do 
something stupid," lamented Senior Megan Schulz. Schulz, along with many 
other seniors at Oyster River, seem to be questioning the value of a college 
education. Schulz plans to attend the University of New Hampshire, but is 
skeptical of such a high price for an education. 

Other students seem to be more concerned about what type of school they are 
going to attend. "A private school is obviously going to look better than a state 
school," stated Senior Nicole Coughenour. Coughenour, along with Schulz, 
plans to attend the University of New Hampshire. 

To find the answers, I went straight to Oyster River's college guru. Guidance 
Counselor Mrs. MacKay. MacKay feels that the problem is "hard to judge," there 
are advantages of both in-state and out of state schools. "Many times, people 
attend a lesser college and go on to do great things," she said. She feels that 
there are advantages and disadvantages of both types of schools, but the 
student's success in the job market really depends on their actions in college 
rather than the college they went to. 

MacKay says that when choosing between a public and a private school, 
students' "lifestyle preferences" are the main factor. If the student has a "will- 
ingness to start their career with a loan" then they may consider attending a 
private school. Some students, however, have different lifestyle preferences and 
prefer to go to a state school and join the work force loan-free. 


Olivia Mullin Sporting a UNH Hockey Sweatshirt 
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Graduation Credits, Do You Have Enough? 





You are a senior at 
Oyster River High School, 
two weeks before gradua- 
tion. Your sweaty palms 
reach for the envelope tha: 
has recently arrived to 
your home, and your jaw 
drops. As you read this 
letter, you realize what the 
words are saying: you will 
not be able to graduate 
from high school because 
you are missing required 
class credits. 

As members of the class 
of 2006 will tell you, 

graduating at Oyster River isn't an impossible task. Students in 
the class of 2006, 2007, and 2008 need only 19 3 A credits in order to 
graduate. The breakdown of credits is a long list, but the impor- 
tant subjects to look at are Math and Electives. 

Yes, Math and Electives will be changing for all students who 
graduate after the year 2008! According to Assistant Principal Sar.: 

Wotton, and the ORHS Student Handbook, the class of 2009 will 
need 21 credits to graduate. The extra 1 l A credit will include one 
more year of math and an extra l A credit of Elective. Students can 
fulfill their Elective requirement with any class that Oyster River 
offers. 

So what do students think of this issue? Sophomore Monika 
Beliveau stated that the change "doesn't really affect me because I'm taking four years of math anyways 
classes. "I like taking electives," she said. 

As if this weren't enough, students who graduate after 2010 will need 22 credits to graduate! Students will need to add one more elective to their schedules in 
order to fulfill the required credits. 

Why the sudden changes? Explained Assistant Principal Dave Evans, the state changed the credit requirement to 20 credits, and we "want to be above that 
standard" at ORHS. Mrs. Wotton explained that, "We have so many kids taking the minimum and lagging behind... For a school that's as academically rigorous 
as ours, that's unheard of." 

Wotton also stated that even in the past years, there have been seniors graduating with 22 or 23 credits, even with the minimum set at 19 3 A. She explained that 
the new requirements get students to round out their schedules and explore all aspects of education. "I think it's good for our education, but I think it's kind of 
unfair," said Freshman Emily Wood, "I don't think it should change." 


Nicho Jaras stresses out about credits 


Beliveau also said that she didn't mind the extra 


The Joys and Perils of Sophomore Testing 

Sophomore testing dreaded by 
sophomores and loved by every 
other student. The freshman, juniors, 
and seniors all enjoy coming to 
school at 9:30, while the sophomores 
are still at school by 7:30 stuck taking 
about an hour and a half test for four 
days. There are going to be a few 
changes to sophomore testing soon. 

One of the new parts of sophomore 
testing that is being discussed is 
putting students testing scores on the 
back of their transcripts along with 
SAT and PSAT scores. 

These scores would be sent out to all the colleges that students apply 
to. If students were not to take the testing seriously that could hurt 
their chances of getting into college depending on how much weight 
the school puts on the scores. 

Another change is that sophomore testing will no longer be held 
sophomore year. After this year the testing will be held in the fall of 
student's junior year instead of the spring of their sophomore year. 

"[Sophomore testing] is a good idea but it needs to be ratified and 
changed," Sophomore Ethan Adamczyk says. Adamczyk doesn't like 
that sophomore testing only tests students on two subjects. "I don't 
think it accurately depicts your intelligence for the two subject matters." 

"I thought it was fun because we missed school and the sophomores 
had to come in," Sarah Kniaz said with excitement. Kniaz like most seniors enjoyed sleeping in and the shortened classes. 

Sophomores didn't enjoy testing for such a long period of time. "They should provide free food at the beginning not the end so we can have brain food," Chris- 
tian LaCourse said with a laugh. LaCourse didn't like sophomore testing but didn't mind the shortened classes. 

Although the tradition of Sophomore testing will soon happen during junior year, the students that don't have to come to school early will love it and the 
students that come in early will hate it. 
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We've Got A New Principal! 





As many people know. Principal 
Gremlitz has announced that he is 
retiring and won't be returning next 
year. Who will be the next principal? 

The search has already been 
completed. In early May, there were 6 
candidates in the running and that 
number was narrowed down a week 
later. The process starts with a com- 
mittee that reviews all the applica- 
tions received and decides who is 
qualified for the position. After the 

applicants were narrowed down, administrators, students, and teachers 
looked at the candidates and narrowed down the number of people 
even further. When they got the number down to 2 or 3 then it went to 
the school board who had the final say. Gremlitz added that this process 
"is similar to the superintendent search" that went on earlier this year. 

On May 23, 2006 the school board voted and chose our new princi- 
pal. Her name is Laura Rogers and she is currently the principal at 
Alton Central School, a position she has held since 2004. Prior to being 
Principal at Alton, was the Assistant Principal at Londonderry High 
School, and also taught at John Stark Regional High School. 

According to a press release written by Interim Superintendent 
Norman Couture, Rogers is "a dynamic and insightful administrator 
who is focused on student achievement. She believes very strongly in 
engaging faculty, parents, and community in school improvement. She 
received unanimous support from the school board and is thrilled about 
this opportunity." 



itan Rulers 


Both teams with Economics teacher Heather Heaiy 


Congratulations to Prime Rate, the 2 nd place state winners of NH Junior Achieve- 
ment TStan Finals! Corey Snelling, Tirent Faltin and Brian Halliwell participated in 
Finals at Southern NH University on Wednesday, May 24th, where they placed 
second among NH High Schools and took home gift certificates and prizes. Other 
finalists from Oyster River included Kathy Callwood, Alyssa Ament and Randy 
Tilton, who also enjoyed the lunchehn and festivities. 



( Under NEW Ownership) 

“Flowers and finery for all of life's moments” 



90 Central Ave. ~ D over. NH 


Phone: 742-2169 

www; dliottros es.eom 
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The Real Deal Behind Special Education 


"People make fun of people in the 
Special Education program. They're 
really disrespectful. It's hard to deal 
with a disability because you some- 
times feel way different than everyone 
else," Senior Caitlin Carlsen has been 
hard of hearing since she was bom. 
Sometimes this has made it hard for 
her to hear a lecture or understand 
what is happening in class. She has 
been in the Special Education program 
since kindergarten, but only recently 
has started to use it more. "In middle 
school I didn't use the program much, 
but once I got into high school and I 
had more classes I found that I needed it." 

The Special Education program was started in 1975 with the passing of 
I.D.E.A. (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act). This law sets up guide- 
lines for Special Education programs and information on how to provide 
services for the students. These services are provided in the class Study Skills. 

"Special Education is required by the 
federal government because it's necessary. 

Everyone's brain does not function the 
same way. Everyone has individual 
needs," Math teacher Ginny Tagliaferro 
explained. 

In order for a student to be accepted into 
the Special Education program, according 
to I.DE.A, they need to have an evaluation 
or a diagnosis from a doctor to qualify for 
services. After that step, parents and the 
student discuss enrolling in the program. 

Once enrolled, an Individualized Educa- 
tion Program (IEP) is created for each 
student, so there are no two students who 
have the same IEP. The IEP sets up instruc- 
tional guidelines and goals for the student 
to accomplish with the help of a 'Special 
Education teacher. 

"My personal goal was to build self- 
advocacy. I was really pushed by my 
Special Education teacher to approach 
other teachers with concerns and ask 
questions. It really helped me," Carlsen 
says. 

The IEP also sets up how a student is 
taught. For some, this may be that their 
work load is adjusted for their strengths 
and needs. 

For other students, it may be that they're 
having a hard time filtering information 
being taught in class so things have to be 
repeated several times or explained in 
different ways that they understand. Each 
student has their own area whether it is in 
Math or English that they need to work on 
so teachers spend their time helping in 
these specific subjects. For example, one 
student may have trouble learning vocabu- 
lary so Study Skills teachers work with 
them ahead of time so they understand it 
before it is used in a class such as Biology. 

"It doesn't mean they're doing half the 
work. They're doing the same amount of 
work they can compared to you. They can 
still pass or fail either way," Carlsen 
explained. 

Also included in an IEP is a Least Restrictive Environment (LRE). The LRE 
allows a student to be taught in the best environment for them without it being 
too restrictive. This could include having an aide in the classroom to being 
allowed to work in the Special Ed. Room. 


The Special Education department has seven case managers, five which teach 
a total of 20 to 23 students each. Every Study Skills class has three to six stu- 
dents in it. The reasoning behind this. Special Ed. coordinator Amy Therrien 
explains, is because "with a small class size, teachers have more time to work 
one on one with students." Therrien also describes the teachers as "amazing. 
They have to know all the subjects. They're like a jack of all trades." 

Not every student with an educational disability takes Study Skills. Therrien 
says that there are some students who do not enter the program and they are 
able to cope well themselves. 

For those who do join the program, there is an assessment every three years to 
determine whether or not you're still eligible for Special Education. The ulti- 
mate goal, Therrien says, is to have the students become more independent by 
their junior or senior year. If Special Education is still needed after high school, 
many colleges like Harvard have their own programs for the students. Just 
because a student is in the Special Education program it doesn't mean they 
can't accomplish great things. 

"I had a former Special Education student who now is a nuclear engineer. 
Whenever there's a problem with a nuclear power plant he's the one they call," 
Tagliaferro says. 

Over the past years, some students have questioned what happens in Special 
Education. Some of these include the rumors that teachers within the depart- 


ment give students the answers on homework and tests, something in which 
Therrien says is false. "No one does their tests for them. We just provide a place 
for them get assistance. You don't get in because you need help [passing a 
class], unfortunately. We'd like to help everyone." 
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Baby Central 




Babies are EVERYWHERE at ORHS! There are nine faculty members in this school this year that have had or are having chil- 
dren. Ms. Horsley, Ms. Wotton, Mr. Zottoli, Mr. Pappas, and Mr. Bromley all have baby girls and Mrs. Kucera has two baby boys. 
Mrs. Emrich is pregnant. Mrs. McGinnus is expecting a baby September 23rd and Mr. Whalen's wife is expecting a baby boy on 
October 1st. 


Ms. Horsley 

What is your Daughter's name? 

Alex Elizabeth Dixon 


wmrnmmmmrn How did you life change after having your daughter? 

The better question might be how hasn't my life changed since 
having Lexie. Almost everything changes when you have a baby. 
The biggest change that I've had to grapple with is not having free time anymore. I used to be able 
to stay after school and work on things I needed to get done for the next day, or coach dance team, 
or work on yearbook. Then, I'd go to the gym, get a coffee with friends or run errands. Now I have 
to pick up Lexie at daycare after work. When I get home, I feed her, change her, play with her, give 
her a bath, feed her again, read Goodnight Moon , and put her to bed. I don't have a whole lot of time 
to do the things I used to. Amazingly enough, I never get bored with our routine, even though we 
do the same thing every night. 


What do you think people should know about having children? 

Prospective parents should know that you have to make huge sacrifices when you have a baby. But 
if you're at a point in your life where you feel you've taken advantage of your freedom and you're 
ready for a new, challenging adventure, it's an incredible experience. I'm glad I "lived a little" 
before having a baby. 


What are some misconceptions that people have about having a child? 

Ever heard the expression "I slept like a baby"? It's completely misunderstood. Many babies (like 
mine) develop nocturnal habits. To me, sleeping like a baby means waking up two to five times a night (and this has been going on for about eight months. Talk 
about sleep deprivation). It's not very refreshing or restful sleep, let me tell you. 


Lexie Dixon 


What is your favorite part about being a mother? 

No matter how stressful life gets or how little sleep I get, when I wake up each morning I always have something to look forward to, my baby girl's smile. 

What is your least favorite part about being a mother? 

I hate having to say goodbye to her every morning when I leave for work. But I think I appreciate the time I spend with her more because I do work, so it's not 
so bad. 


Mrs. Wotton 

What is your daughter's full name? 

Her name is Lillian Elizabeth Wotton (and my 3 % year old son's name is Tanner Robert Wotton!). 

How did your life change after having your daughter? 

I think life changed more after the birth of my first child, actually. It was no longer just about Billy (my husband) 
and I and what we wanted, . .we now had "the baby" to consider in ALL things. It really makes you realize how 
much time in your day you had to accomplish things before you had kids (and sort of how lazy you were!) 
because now you HAVE to use any and all free time you have to get even the littlest things done!! And it only 
gets more difficult when you have the second child! 



a child? 

Just more along the lines of what I just said, I guess. .. I mean, on the one hand, it will be the greatest thing to ever 
happen in your life, but at the same time, it's really, really really going to change things and you can never guess 
how much until you actually are holding that baby! 

What is your favorite part about being a mother? 

Just being with the kids I guess. . . whether it's Lily snuggling up on my shoulder in her towel after a bath or Tanner cuddling Up in bed with my husband and I 
when he first wakes up in the morning (he is kind of a grumpy, slow waker!) the joy 1 get from that. . .knowing how safe and secure they feel when they are with 
my husband and I... is indescribable. 

What is your least favorite part about being a mother? 

Having to leave the kids to go to work each day is really awful. You would think that after three and a half years I would be used to it, but Tin not. . . I still hate it 
each and every day. I mean, I love my career, but I would just love to be independently wealthy so that I could stay home with them more. . .my dream would be 
to spend more time with them during the day and then be able to do more work from home after they had gone to sleep! 





Continued on next page 
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Continued from page 10 



Mr. Bromley 

What is your daughter's name? 

Hailey Grace Bromley 

How did you life change after having your daughter? 

If find life to be much more exciting, but we seem to have less free time. 
What do you think people should kriow about having children? 
They cost a lot of money! 

What is your favorite part about being a parent? 

Hailey's laughter 




Hailey Bromley 


Mr. Pappas 

What is your baby's name? 

Our new daughter's name is Sophia Ann Pappas but we call her Sophie. 

How did you life change after having your baby? 

Not too much as this-is our second child. It is SOOO much easier the second time around. The biggest change 
was spending more money to send her to daycare. 

What do you think people should know about having children? 

Despite the fact they are cute, they are expensive. From diapers, wipes, clothes, food, formula. 

What is your favorite part about being a parent? 

Seeing discovery in their eyes. Children are curious and they ask questions. My older daughter is 2 1/2 and she 
talks a mile a minute. She is .always interested in learning more. My younger daughter is now 6 months old and I 
can see her curiosity 




Signing in Could Save Your Life 


What is your least favorite part about being a parent? 

Poopy diapers. I think all sexually active teens should spend a week changing poopy diapers so they see what the consequences of their actions can bring. 


Mrs. Kucera 

Calvin Mackenzie and Wilson Patrick were bom Saturday May 13th, 2006* 

How did you life change after having your babies? 

How didn't if change would be a better question. You go from having a spontaneous lifestyle to suddenly 

two little people completely dependent upon you and needing - 7. You go from thinking about 

arid your needs to focusing akriost entirely on someone else'st 
What do you think people should know about having children? 

It's a lot of work! The lack of sleep can't be underestimated- Having children will change your life in every 
way. 

What is your favorite gart about being a parent? 

Playing with the babies, Iboiffig at them and seeiftg WM and me -in their ^hgers arid toes, their noses and 
hair. Seeing their personalties emerge already GSlvmls^lert arid demanding. Wilson is mellow and sleepy 
is your least favorite part about being a parent? 

The lack of sleep! 1 usually get two or three hours a night and I try to get a nap during the < 
deprived starts to mess with your iritnd. 



As students who have visited the 
library since the middle of April have 
noticed, two music stands appeared in 
the entrance to the library with sheets to 
sign your name, time in and out, and 
reason for being there. 

"Were trying to be responsible," says 
Librarian Ms. Kentner about the new 
sign-in sheets in the library. "It's a bit of 
a hassle, but it's necessary." Kentner 
added that the sign in sheets are 

SaltiirlneOlsailiHgwslirilsr necessary because of emergency situa- 
tions like fire drills; they need to know 
who is in the library because attendance 

is supposed to be taken by teachers. 

Although the new sign in sheets are a necessary addition according to Kentner 
because of the need to know what students are in the library, many students 
don't like the new policy. "I think it's kind of dumb," says Tomi Afolayan. 

Chris Hall agrees with Afolayan adding "it worked fine (before). . ..I didn't sign 
in." Sam Streelman said that she doesn't sign in, but somewhat agrees with 
having the sign in because "people weren't going where they were supposed to 
be going or cutting class." Streelman also mentioned "we don't have anywhere 
else to go, it would be nice to have a place to go. . .1 wish we had a student 
lounge." 



/ 
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Nous Avons Voyage en France! 


StovsItidContributingWriter 

Twenty ORHS student spent 10 days in France during April 
vacation accompanied by their French teacher, Mr. Lord, the 
school nurse, Mrs. Richards and middle school teacher Mrs. 
Milliken 

The itinerary of the trip included 3 days in Paris, a trip to the 
south of France on the TGV train, 2 nights in Arles and two 
nights in Nice, on the Riviera. 

Highlights in Paris were an evening cruise on the Seine River, a. 
nighttime view of Paris from the top of the Eiffel Tower, a visit to 
the famed Arc de Triomphe and a walk down the Champs 
Elysee. A visit to the Louvre included the Mona Lisa, the famous 
Winged Victory as well as the Venus de Milo. Sidewalk cafes and 
shopping were a must for students and teachers as well. 

In the south of France the students san on the Avignon Bridge, 
visited the Palais des Papes, were impressed by the roman ruins 
including the Pont du Gard, the Maison Carree and arenas in 
Nimes and Arles. 

In Monaco the students saw the changing of the guard at the 
royal palace and were dazzled by the gorgeous views of the 
Mediterannean from the Top of Eze. 

The students not only toured the Fragonnard perfume factory, 
they made "scents' 7 under the guide of an aromatherapist. They 
learned to fence and do calligraphy at a local school in Nice. 
Before coming home, they took a quick dip in the Mediterannean 
and noted that it was still cold but not as cold as the oceans 
waters of New Hampshire. 



French Students In Paris 



YOUR FUTURE IS IN YOUR HANDS 


Why not aspire to do something amazing? 

The eompreiiensfve programs at McIntosh College allow you to take charge of your future. We offer programs in. these exciting fields 
•CRIMINAL JUSTICE • MEDICAL LAE TECHNICIAN * GRAPHIC DESIGN 

• PARALEGAL STUDIES * MASSAGE THERAPY • FASHION MERCHANDISING 

* ACCOUNTING • CULINARY ARTS * MEDICAL ASSISTING 

• BUSINESS MANAGEMENT « PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHY 


your degree in as little as 1 5 months 
What are you waiting for? 


can earn 


McIntosh College 

d Career Education Collage 
ira.ct Aven ie, Dover. New Hampshire. -03820 ♦ \ 


WWW 
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ORHS Goes to Russia 




ItaBetoMTOonfflbiitingWriter 

When I tell people about my experience on the 
recent exchange to Novgorod, they sometimes 
respond skeptically, "Why on earth would you 
want to go to Russia ?" There are so many 
extraordinary things about this country that I 
could discuss the details of my trip endlessly. 

Instead, here are just a few of the things that 
made my trip to Russia extraordinary. 

St. Petersburg. This city was the first stop for 
our group, which was made up of Allie 
Collopy, Sara Cox, Dan Graham, Owen Henn, 

Ivey Jones, Matt Moynihan, Jill Ziegra, and 
teachers Mr. White and Mr. Hawley. The city 
feels majestic and old with its grand palaces 
and canals, yet there is a feeling of neglect in 
many of the buildings. Even the remarkable 
Hermitage, the second largest art museum in 
the world, has chipping paint. Yet this condi- 
tion somehow adds to the beauty of the city. 

Churches are still being restored that during 
Soviet times were turned into swimming pools 
or museums for atheism. This was also a 
bonding time for the Americans before we met 
our Russian hosts, as Owen Henn says, "The 
first couple nights in St. Petersburg, getting to 
know the group, were great". 

Novgorod. Here we spent most of the trip 
with our host families. My host, Alyona, often 
complained about the city's small size, but I 
was enamored with Novgorod from the beginning. There is an impressive 
Kremlin (or fortress) of quintessential Russian architecture, along with cafes, 
malls, carnivals, discotheques, a 
river, and a Baskin-Robbins. But 
what made our time here so special 
was connecting with the Russian 
people. "I just loved hanging out 
with my host," says Ivey Jones. Mr. 

Hawley was amazed sitting down to 
dinner with his host and "realizing 
that I was not only in Russia but 
experiencing the everyday life of a 
Russian teacher". I found it difficult 
adjusting to my new family at first, 
but after a couple days I felt com- 
pletely comfortable with Alyona and 
her loving, generous parents and 
grandmother. I was surprised that 
even with our considerable language 
barrier (Alyona was the only En- 
glish-speaking person in her family), 

I was still able communicate and 
form close relationships with 
Russians. 

Dolina. We started the day by 
getting on board a loud, large, tank- 
like vehicle then heading through a 
very rocky and muddy field for a 
World War II excavation site. Thou- 
sands of Russian soldiers were lost at 
this battleground, and a group led 
by a World War II veteran has been 
working for 18 years to recover and 
identify these bodies. When we 
reached the site, "we got to prod 
around on the ground for ancient 
relics," as Allie Collopy puts it. 

Suddenly, the war felt real and 
immediate: we were walking amidst 
ancient bullets, grenades, helmets, 
bayonets, and watery graves of 
soldiers. Mr. Hawley remarks, "I 
gained an understanding for just 
how large that conflict was for the 


Russian people," and the rest of the group certainly did as well. What also 
made this side trip so unforgettable were the warm and hospitable people that 
we met at the campsite. This was a group of people of many ages and nation- 
alities, brought together by this 
emotionally demanding work. After 
spending only a few hours with these 
people, we drove away with teary 
eyes. 

Cultural Quirks. Sometimes the 
memorable parts of a trip are not the 
significant destinations, but the 
unexpected observations. We could 
not forget the atrocious karaoke singer 
in a Chinese restaurant, stray dogs that 
hop on and off city buses, or unpleas- 
ant bathrooms. Mr. White says, "The 
bathrooms were bad, but we must 
consider why . , Maybe they are priori- 
tizing other places. Sometimes we 
make judgments and look at things 
only from our own perspective. . .but 
we make greater leaps and bounds 
when we let go of ethnocentric per- 
spectives." Dan Graham remembers 
seeing the aftermath of two fights on 
his way home one night. "Just like 
any other country," he says, "[Russia] 
has its problems." And of course we 
will all remember "Sweater Guy," a 
particularly shocking dancer at the 
discotheque. "He was wearing a 
pretty nice white sweater with black 
checks and he swung around like a 
windmill," says Allie Collopy, "I've 
never feared for my life more." 

Leaving was painful, especially after 
we had formed such close bonds with 
the Russians. "The worst part of the 
trip was driving away [from 
Novgorod] and watching all those kids 
slide out of view," says Owen Henn. 
Mr. White emphasizes, "The goal of 
bringing people together was success- 
ful." I met some of the kindest people 
I have ever known on this trip, and I 
hope to see them all again. 
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The Multitasking Mongrel’s Millennium 




The mobile lab rolls into the classroom 
to the loud cheers of students who 
anxiously rush over to snag a computer. 
After returning to their desks and 
logging on, they venture to Yahoo! Music 
where they find the new Shakira song 
and start to sing along while at the same 
time chatting up a storm with their 
friends, working on a paper that was 
due last period, and checking out new 
members on MySpace. 

With the start of the technology era 
bringing us neat inventions like iPods, 

faster computers and flat screen TVs it also^brought us a new race of teenagers. 
Generation Y has transformed into multitasking mongrels, but with new 
technology and more hours spend on the cpmputer, has this caused Gen Y to 
confront social problems? Many researchers think so. 

In 2005, the Kaiser Family Foundation did a survey of American teenagers 
aged 8 to 18 and found that they spent an average of 6.5 hours a day using 
some type of electronic media. They also found that they were spending around 
8.5 hours "media multitasking" by watching TV, listening to music or chatting 
online with their 
buddies at the 
same time as other 
activities.. 

"I always have tc 
listen to music. I 
don't think about 
it so it doesn't 
come across as 
multitasking," 

Senior Jason Usher 
admits. 

By seventh 
grade, 82% of kids 
are already online 
according to the 
Pew Internet and 
American Life 
Project. With that 
much time spent 
around electronic 
medias teens are 
rarely grabbing the 
chance to step 
outside and 
instead stay 
hunched over their 
TV or computer 
screens. This is 
also believed to be 
one of the reasons 
why Generation Y 
teenagers have 
such social prob- 
lems. 

Instead of 
getting out and 
interacting with 
other people, most 
teenagers stay 
home and chat 
with them online. 

These teens are 

not learning how to act or talk in situations where you see people face to face. 
According to the Time article "The Multitasking Generation " by Claudia Wallis, 
this can cause many kids to become shy, behave in strange ways or develop 
extreme nervousness when forced into a situation that involves interaction with 
others. This could cause problems in the future as small as speaking with a 
customer to something as big as negotiating contracts with other countries. 

Other problems teens could face involves school work. "You can't zero in and 


get things done. Often times, it takes you longer to do them all because you're 
biting off more than you can chew," says Special Education teacher Heather 
Stanley. 

Senior Pat Cota has also noticed some of these problems when he multitasks. 
"I can't remember where I put stuff." 

While there are some downsides to multitasking, there are also many upsides. 

"Not everything gets as much attention as it should, but at the same time 
three things get done instead of just one," Usher says. 

Stanley also agrees that there are many pluses to multitasking especially in 
High School. "Multitasking in a classroom lecture is useful because you can 
take down notes and listen to the lecture at the same time, but you have to 
develop those skills efficiently." She explained further. "You're taught how to 
do notes like key phrases and outlines for Power Points, but you're not taught 
about how to pluck ouf key information from class discussions. It's becoming 
more and more important to know how to do that." 

As for the future, Cota knows that the multitasking will come in handy. "As a 
college student you don't have a choice— you have to multitask." But this 
multitasking might also be more harmful than good. 

In 1992, the number of college graduates who could read and interpret entire 
texts stood at 40%, but on a test done in December of 2005 that number 


dropped to 31%, according to the National Center for Education Statistics. 
Because of the amount of multitasking, students are having a hard time finding 
the attention span to sit down and read an entire text so more and more teach- 
ers are assigning partial texts instead. This means that these students are only 
able to interpret these parts and not the entire book. 

There's no way to avoid multitasking because as Cota puts it: "How today's 
set, there's too much stuff people have to do to succeed in life." 


Senior Kelly Pettengill, "Queen of Multitasking", filling out checks, working on the computer and chatting on the 

phone with a buddy. . .all in Pappas' class?!? 
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1. What's your name? 

Sam Baldwin 

2. What grade are you in? 

12th 

3. Explain why that grade is the best. 

Because today was our last day of classes. . . suckers. 

4. What type of art do you take part in? 

Pottery 

5. What is your most impressive accomplishment in this art form? 

I made a 35lb vase 

6. Who is the most influential artist that you admire? 

Mr. Lawrence 

7. What's your favorite food? 

Buffalo Chicken 

8. What are your plans for next year? 

Canada 

9. Milk or Juice? 

Juice 

10. What are you looking forward to the most over the summer? 

Picking up periwinkles 

11. What's the saddest art experience you've had? 

Learning that Ms. Rosi was married 

12. If you could pick one piece to break over someone's head, what would the piece be, and 
whose head would it be? 

Twiddle Dee and George Bush 

13. When did you start "arting"? 

When I was a youngin' 

14. Are you better than your sister at what you do? 

Yup 

15. What one word of advice would you give to future ORHS artists? 

Rotund 




Artist Sam Blad win before prom. 



Group Study Sessions 
Helpful or Not? 


||||g£||^^ Conclusion? Study 

; by yourself. If you can 

> read, you can read a 
^gp| text book, and you 

don' t need anyone else 
to spell it out for you, 
especially not another 
_ ' student with a level of 

education equivalent to 
yours. So this is a 
message to all under- 
classmen. This year's 
Hk finals will surely be a 

challenge. Lock 

; hard... alone. yourselves m your 

r 1 - 

rooms, shut the win- 
dows, un-hook your 
phones, and forget about study sessions, you 

don't need more socializing to learn math. 

■ .. . , ; ' ■■ ' ’ ' * • : ■: ■: • 


"Study sessions hinder me ; lljj *$g| 'A 
sometimes due to 'group 

think' and they usually dmR 

turn into big hot hib 
fiascos," she said. 

Okay, so everyone's in 
agreement that study 
sessions don't always do 
what their name implies. 

Sure, sometimes there's 

nizza involved and 
pizza involved, ana 

sometimes there's TV. But 
how much studying 
actually happens? Accord- 
ing to a recent inconclusive A senior stud} 

poll of Mouth of the River 
staff members, only 40% of 
study sessions at Oyster River result in effective 
preparation for a big test. "They're useful if people 




Finals are coming up. While many seniors 
have all but disregarded them in a single act of 
nonchalance, to freshmen, sophomores, and 
juniors, they are a golden beacon of opportu- 
nity. These kids will soon need to get into 
college, and finals count almost as much as 
Sesame Street's favorite vampire. So what do 

course, and not by themselves. No, these 
underclassmen have a much better technique; 
study sessions. 

But exactly how effective are Oyster River 
s, udy SessW Ben Walmcki described if 
well. I m too lazy to study, arid I'm wav too 




............ 
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HOROSCOPES 



Aries (March 21 - April 19) 

Don't expect anything extremely arousing 
this summer. You will find that you have lost 
your "mojo," in a philosophical sense. To get 
it back, you will need to go on a hunger strike 
of intense proportions. Do not eat for at least 
twelve days, and you may indeed find love 
under the sun. 



TaurUS (April 20 - May 20) 


Your greatest love this summer will not be 
able to speak. Be their mouth full of glue, or 
gummy worms, or be they trapped in an 
imaginary box, this summer's love will be as 
quiet as a bunny scampering across the open 
prairie. . . it may also be as fruitful as a bunny 
scampering across the open prairie... you'll 
just have to wait and see. 



Gemini (May 21 - June 20) 


Summer lovin' will happen so fast. . . and 
before you know it, you'll be back at school, 
or back working a job, and the supreme 
being in whom you were sure you'd found 
your soul's counterpart, will be off to a 
distant land. In fact the closest that he or she 
will travel is to Denver, and that's still pretty 
far away. Get ready to either lose your soul 
mate, the love of your life, your "dream-girl 
(or boy)" or to move to a new country and 
start a fresh new life. 



Cancer (June 21 - July 22) 

You will be attacked by bears. Directly 
following your attack, you will fall in love 
with the bears, but there's one gigantic 
problem. This problem is furry, fuzzy, loud, 
smelly, and eight feet tall. The problem is a 
bear, and this bear does not love you in 
return. Start eating salmon in all forms, as 
well as spraying yourself with fish oils, and 
you may gain the bear's friendship, and 
maybe, just maybe, the bear's love. 



LeO (July 23 - August 22) 

You will find that you've known your true love 
all along, and that won't change much this 
summer. The only difference is that during the 
summer, you and your true love of many years 
will leave on an abundance of long out of town 
excursions, leaving your house open and 
available to whomever may still be living in it. 



VirgO (August 23 - September 22) 

You will lose any type of control in your relationships 
this summer. Expect to be slung around, from 
restaurant to restaurant, from attraction to attraction, 
and from bad movie to bad movie. If you like action 
movies, you'll find yourself watching "The Note- 
book" more times than you care to count. If you're 
the chick flick type, X3 will undoubtedly be your fate. 



Libra (September 22 - October 22) 

You will become more open to the relationships 
of others during this school break. Where you 
would normally be prejudiced or made uncom- 
fortable by those in love around you, this summer 
will be one of enlightenment, and understanding. 



Scorpio (October 23 - November 21) 


Unfortunately, you will not have a summer 
this year. It will, in fact, be in your best interest 
to cloister yourself in a cellar or basement, and 
never come out, no matter what. Why? 

Experts predict multiple murder attempts, 
freak hail storms, swarms of locusts and fire 
ants, as well as many visits by either your in 
laws, or your least favorite set of grandparents. 



Sagittarius (November 22 - 
December 21) 

Don't let your past experiences with love 
discourage you from going out on a limb 
this summer. Experts predict that you will 
be more than fairly compensated for your 
gambles in the game of love, but if you 
don't take chances, and don't risk every- 
thing, you will not gain. 



Capricorn (December 22 - January 20) 

Expect big things! Your pheramones will be 
stronger than a gallon of B.O.D. this summer. 
Members of the opposite gender will not be able to 
stay away from you, and predictions suggest that 
you may want to purchase either a fly swatter, or 
tennis racket for when it begins to become violent. 

Aquarius (January 21 - February 18) 



You should seek some different avenues in meet- 
ing people, and there are a few avenues that you 
should simply relinquish. The club scene clearly 
isn't working for you, nor is online dating. Our 
experts would suggest long leisurely walks along 
country roads, with your thumb out. Perhaps you 
will get luckier than you'd expect. Many single 
country citizens enjoy long back road drives. 

Pisces (February 19 - March 20) 



Underwater love will be your greatest passion, 
as well as your saving grace this summer. Seek 
pool areas, lakesides, as well as oceanfront 
property, and your summer will be full of rich, 
fulfilling, and possibly rash enhancing experi- 
ences. Sand in your shorts aside, true love you 
will find, through aqua tinted eyes. 
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ON THE SPOT 



Who's your favorite Star Wars 
character? 



Yoda of course, he is the “Y-est” of them all! hahaha....get it? 
-NealLofgren- 



Lynden Scarano- 
Yoda because he's hott/ 



-Phil Trombley- 

"Wookies because they grunt instead of talk." 



“Darth Vader, because he’s a loner.” 
-Matt Mcnown- 



"Darth Vader because he has a wicked cool mask and 
is wicked powerful and is wicked cool." 

-Lily Burtis- 



Wookies! 

Wookies ! 

Wookies! 

CHEWBACCA’S MY BOY! 


Matt Talley 
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Coke vs. Cola... is there a difference? 

There's all this hubbub about which soda is better. Yeah, there have been taste tests between Pepsi and Coke, blindfolded 
challenges, root beer taste tests, citrus quizzes, and other rivaling soda comparisons for as long as we can remember. 
What we need to realize is that the contest between Pepsi and Coke is over. Coke won, get over it. What's more impor- 
tant is the lingering competitor that's been flying just below the radar for as long as soda has been around. This competi- 
tor is sly, stealthy, extra sheisty, and every supermarket has plenty in stock. It's "Cola". Does Cola differ from Coca 
Cola? Nobody knows for sure. 

Thus, a challenge has been set up. 

Here at Mouth of the River, we aren't 
looking for a winning soda, but 
rather a student who can tell the 
difference. These students took the 
"Coke vs. Cola Challenge" and these 
were their responses. . . 

Emily Anderson: "This was dumb. Why did you put Coke in two cups 
and tell me to drink it?" 

Ben Walnicki: "They're the same, moron." 

Kate Nardi: "Eric, quit wasting my life with this pointless experiment." 

Shalyn Cantor: "They both taste equally gross..." 

Matt Tally: "They both taste like Coke. I think you may have screwed 
this up." 

And there we have it. The long unanswered question is finally 
answered. Coke and Store Brand "Cola" are the exact same thing. So 

why pay more? Don't. „ ^ r T . . 

PhotosCourtesyofImages.scriptmg.com 
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HOW WAS THAT ROOTS CONCERT? 



MMtfatftaitfi srn sBMttf 


"That concert was out of control!" answered Junior Sam Kerrigan when asked to describe the recent 
concert performed by "The Roots." The concert took place inside the UNH Field House on April 20 th at 
8pm, with many Oyster River students in attendance. The concert lasted well into the night as "The 
Roots" performed many songs ranging from all three of their albums, including "Don't Say Nuthin", 
"You Got Me", and "Step into the Realm." Many songs were subject to either drum or guitar solos, mid 
song, really spicing up the concert. 

The Roots are known for their amazing stage presence during shows, and this concert was no 
exception. Said Senior Cylus Watson, "Quest Love was my favorite. He was really jamming on those 
drums, plus he has got that big fro on his head!" The Roots originated in Philadelphia as an underground hip-hop group. 
That is until the album "Illadelph Half-Life" hit stores nation wide in 1996. Since then the group has produced 3 new albums 
and are primed for perhaps even more. 

The Roots are on tour and are also set to play in much larger venues such as New York City and Philadelphia. The 
venues in those cities may be better than that of the UNH Field House bu the dry dirty air really set the tone for a 
mouthwatering performance. 

"This show was so hyped up it was ridiculous," Claimed Senior Matt Johnson. Up to a month prior to the concert 
many students already illustrated an anxiousness for the performance. Even with such high expectations the Roots were able 
to put forth a performance that left Senior Jeff Young saying, "Those were the best 2 hours of my life." 



: * 







June 2 , 2006 


Features 


Mouth of the River 

SENIOR VS. FRESHMAN 

Are you a freshman who enjoyed your first year in High School? Well, guess what? Not a single day you had 
this year was as good as that of a senior. In order to illustrate to all underclassmen what exactly they have to 
BstttfM&eftfMiuresftBtaf forward to, let us compare the day of a senior with that of a freshman... 







Bed Time: When you're a senior sleep is optional... even 
on weeknights 


What does Cy think of his day? 


"I probably have close to 10 hours of free time on any given 
school day. I sleep at my own house 4 or 5 days a week, leaving 
2 or 3 school nights a week for video gatning all-nighters at a 
Mend's house." 

"Freshmen know. . .they ain't fresh azimizl' 


FRESHMAN 


Wake up time: 8:00am 

Breakfast: Eggs, Bacon and Toast ready when I wake 

Arrival at School: 8:30 
A Period: Free 
B Period: Topics in CH 
C Period: Calculus AP 
D Period: Psychology 
E Period: Statistics 
LUNCH 

F Period: Mythology 


Done with school: 1:35pm 

After School Activities: Video Games/ Chilliaxin' / Wiffle 
Ball/ Long Boarding/ Basketball/ Nap/ T.V. / Talk Online/ 

TATKoI-ottati T TiTnw I- 


Jake Gross 

Wake up time: 7:00am 

Breakfast: Don't usually eat breakfast 

Arrival at School: 7:10 
A Period: Essentials of English 
B Period: World Cultures 
C Period: Algebra 
D Period: Foods II 
E Period: Physical Science 
LUNCH 

F Period: Gym 
G Period: French 
Done with school: 2:30pm 

After School Activities: I go home have a nap, skateboard 
sometimes (weather permitting), maybe 2 hours of homework per 
night. 

Bed time: 10:00 
What does Jake think of his day? 

"It's pretty boring until foods, that's probably the highlight of my 
day" 

"Not really a lot of free time during a normal school day. Maybe 3 
or 4 hours of free time a day." 


SENIOR 


Well there you have it. The comparison of a freshman day with that of a SENIOR day yields some interesting results. After running 
numerous lab tests and trials a conclusion has been made- It would appear that freshman have a great deal to look forward to as Se- 
niors. Said Jake Gross after seeing Cy Watson's normal day, "Seems as though a school day for a senior is a lot different, I can't wait to 
be one." 
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Bobcat Bistro Review 



lrieB2k«rfeafi£re$Wri&f 


It's a science lab! It's a hospital! It's the 
Bobcat Bistro, and it's back with a fresh new 

t look! Yes, the Bobcat Bistro, Oyster River's 

very own restaurant, famous for their shrimp 
poppers, chicken patties, and waffle fries, has 
been around for close to fifty years. Watch out 
- — _ — McDonalds, that's a rare feat for any restaurant, 

and they show no signs of slowing down. 

In fact, customers of the Bobcat Bistro have 
stayed loyal through a location change, and 
after recent price inflations. "I remember back 
when a milk was only twenty five cents. It was 
sweet because you could pay with one coin," said Bobcat Bistro regular, Ben 
Walnicki. Nico Jariswatts has his own conspiracy theory about the long term 
price increases. "I've seen them eating food back there. Like when I wait for 
the deli bar, and they take a slice of turkey and eat it. . . then they charge us 
more. They're like one of those huge oil companies. As demand goes up, so 
do prices." 

Walnicki remembers some Bobcat Bistro history as well; like when the milk 
came in bags. "And 
there was always that 
one kid who punched 
his straw all the way 
through the milk bag, 
and couldn't take it out 
for fear that the milk 
would go everywhere. 

Nobody ever thought to 
just buy another straw." 

Now there are no 
straws at all, and 
another little piece of 
history dies in light of 
innovations like, say, 
the carton. 

The location is prime. 
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Too Many Regulars with Unruly Tabs 


Where the eating happens... 


and affects sales at the Bobcat Bistro in a huge way. There's nothing like placing 
a restaurant in the 
middle of over 
eight hundred 
hungry teenagers, 
and no competi- 
tion. This is 
probably why the 
Bobcat Bistro 
hasn't become a 
franchise, even 
after fifty years of 
operation. 

My food was 
decent. Though 
the shredded 
turkey and gravy 
was slightly 
intimidating, the 
Bobcat Bistro 

offers many choices. The fries are pretty good, making it evident that these 
employees really know how to season a side dish. Beyond this, my Ruffles with 
cheddar and sour cream were good, as was my Snickers ice cream bar. My only 
complaint was the high level of sogginess that the chicken on my salad con- 
tained, but considering the rush, I was baffled by the amount of food that this 
place could shove out in under an hour. 

The decor, though uninspiring, was sturdy and reliable. All the tables were 
square and without sharp comers, and each chair had four legs of the same 
length. Now that the tables can be moved, and more than four people can sit at 
a table, the Bobcat Bistro has really gained an air of friendliness, and the secu- 
rity continues to be top notch. 

This restaurant receives the "Eric thinks you should eat the pre-packaged 
food, the fries, the bagels, the pastries, and the occasional peanut butter and 
fluff sandwich here" sign of approval, and a rating of four and a half thumbs 
up. 





. . . Not such a Secret anymore; 

A Review of Secret Underground Follies ‘06 


"I couldn't stop laughing when the Pyramid Game video played/' commented senior, Nikki Coughenour about a filmed skit that 
was shown during the 2006 Senior Follies production. 

Senior Follies, an annual production put on by the seniors of Oyster River High School, was shown on tire evenings of May 16® and 
__ 17“’ at the loka Theater in Exeter and has got nothing but rave reviews by spectators. "I'm impressed by what was put on. . . 1 didn't 

* ’ get all tire jokes but I was still laughing throughout the show," commented parent Goldena Dowhan. 

The show, titled "Secret Underground Follies '06," opened with a quick speech by producer and director Eric Baker explaining that 
the entire show was fiction and written by the students of the cast as well as thanking audience for all their support. Following the speech were various skits 
that included spoofing and jokes about Oyster River. 

The show followed the day of a student at Oyster River High School and took him from breakfast at Young's to first period Spanish class and all the way 

through to the end of the day, where he gets lost in die woods after running from a party. 

"It was fun to be part of the cast and finally see what we had worked so hard on come together," said cast 
member Ben Wabnicki, who played the role of a gangta through the majority of the show. 

"I've been watching follies for years and it was awesome to finally help write and be part of our own/' 
commented cast member Kirsten Michener, who played herself during a physics class. 

"We worked really hard to put all this together ... from organizing writing 
sessions, finding a venue, to getting a last minute stage manager. .. it was 
stressful but when it was finally time to perform and show everyone what we'd 
accomplished, it was worth it," stated Baker. 

When the decision to hold senior follies off campus was reached the class of 
2006 faced a lot of obstacles. From legal to moral concerns it was important that 
each issue was addressed before the show could proceed. "This is where it got 
tough. . . but we tackled everything and pulled off a successful show," said 
Baker. 

"I think the show was awesome and very tastefully done," stated Coughenour. 

"I was impressed and couldn't believe they pulled it off." 

Coughenour 's statement seemed to be a common thought among many as the show came to a close. Other students such as 
Courtney Miller admit that they were skeptical at first, but still. Miller was "so glad I stuck with it and worked hard to pull it 
off... it was one of the most fun things I've done this year." 

Michener agrees with Millers statement and follows it up by saving, "we put on a very humorous and appropriate show. I 
can't wait to see the video!" (On sale now, talk to Eric Safer) 



The loka Theater; home of 
Secret Underground Follies '06. 



Senior, Ben Puilar 
before tire show. 
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The Essence of “Chill.” 





Name: Luke. Too chill to bother pronouncing more syllables? That's good, 
because you don't have to. It's a one syllable name, and you only have to move 
your tongue once to form the "L" sound. After the "L" it's smooth sailing for the 
rest of the name, which is apparent, because your mouth is already in that. . . 


Half Smile: Much better than a full smile, it's just enough to show all the neces- 
sary teeth, seduce any lingering girls, but without any of the unnecessary hassle of 
jaw moving, or allowing anyone to smell your breath. Because of this, the half smile is a necessity for anyone 
too chill to brush their teeth. Regardless, everyone will undoubtedly be distracted by your... 


Headband: Headbands are basically the definition of letting your hair exist like it "doesn't care". White 
headbands are even more so. White is the color of surrender, and anyone willing to surrender to their hair's 
best wishes is pretty chill. Way too chill to bother tying their. . . 


Shoes: When even Velcro is a bit too much work, shoes absent of any kind of fastening device are truly the 
way to go. Why waste precious time tying, buckling, lacing up, or even Velcroing your shoes, when you 
could instead be spending that time sitting in a. . . 


Meditation Pose: What better way to spend an afternoon than in peaceful, Zen-style meditation? There's no 
doubt that you'll eventually find inner enlightenment, and pretty soon you won't even need that. . . 


Senior, Luke Harris demonstrating "chill." 


Coming into the final days of school, 2006, we are learning more and more about 
pass this essence, and though some don't, we won't waste our time describing 
them. Below is an example of a senior, who in fact is the essence of chill, let's see 
why. 


the importance of chill. Many seniors encom- 


Watch: It's a step between normal, and chill. No flash, no glamour, you just want to make sure you know 

how late to class you are. Just make sure you don't have any classes on the third floor, so you can get right back to. . . 

Sitting Down: What kind of a chill person would you be if you were running, walking, or even just standing still? Not a very good one. There's only one 
true position for a chill person in an awake state. It's the sit and slouch. A brilliant position to check up on your. . . 

Rolled Up Cuffs: Think of all of the effort you'd have to expend if you were tripping all over your cuffs all the time. Hit this catastrophe off at the pass. 
Rolled up cuffs = no more unexpected tumbles. And it's a good thing too, because you wouldn't want anything falling out of your. . . 

Velvety Shirt: It's comfortable, loose, undemanding, and honestly, what doesn't it match with? To boot, there are two pockets, just to make sure that you can 
remain too chill to carry a backpack or any books around. 

Now you know how to spot chill when you see it. Whether you are chill, or you're just admiring chill from afar, make sure to sit, slouch, and lie down 
as much as possible, and whatever you do, don't run anywhere. 





Senior Art Show a Success! 


V,. 


liiff I® 


was taken. 


Weeks passed as Oyster River High art students and art teachers prepared for the upcoming annual Senior Art Show. Rushing to 
get paintings framed, pottery glazed, and photos mounted the three art teachers were trying to pull everything together before the 
big show. Thenit was off to the Mill Pond Center for the Arts. 

for the past three years the Qystex River High Art department has put on this 
showcase in order to present the many hard working high school artists and their 
creations. 

Upon arriving it was quite difficult to find parking since it seemed like every space 
tside the first pieces of art that cohld Be seen shining in the windows were many 
unique handmade stained glass pieces. Many people, from adults to children, to teachers and students, came 
to the show much to the art teachers' surprise, since no one had arrived to view the previous year's showing. 

Tracy Bilynsky, one of the art teachers exclaimed, "I'm thrilled with all the artwork and plus the amount of 

I people that came to see it was great." 

As the crowds admired the unique art work many were amazed how many different crafts were there. 

Steve Say wich , one of the guest at the show was thrilled with the talent of the students. The Art ranged from 
quilts, oil, acrylics and watercoior paintings. Clay sculptures, pots thrown on the wheel alone with charcoal drawings, pastel drawings and ink drawings. 

■ • 

There was a total of 146 pieces displayed. One of the senior art students that participated in the show was Peter Calderwood; he took his first art class this 
year and was excited to find out a hidden talent in pottery. Calderwood did an amazing teapot for the show. Standing less than a foot high, this piece of 
pottery's glaze job alone, drew your eyes to it. What's his future plan, .going to Boston Art School, I visited it a few times already and it looks like a 
! good school" 





Olivia Mullin showcasing her work 
at the Senior Art Show. 
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I Another art student with some beautiful drawings and paintings was Olivia Mullin. MuUin has enjoyed art since she was very young. One fond 

memory she has from elementary school was "I used to try to teach my classmates how to draw horses". Mullin will always enjoy art but she will begin 
■ ■ ■ 

^pursuing a career as a veterinarian. ' 


After enjoying the art work, a nice snack table was set up for the guest and the students. Many people enjoyed the f< 
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students and art teachers. Mr. Lawrence was 


I and the conversations with the 


e the comment "These kids make me look like I'm doing my job." 



all the art show was a 

n 
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Fiddler on the 


of Review 


Tradition, for many years the Oyster River 
High School has put-on a Variety of musicals 
in order to entertain the masses. This year's 

musical of choke, presented On May ITMfi* 
->nn<r. "T-k,v cu-MU-*,,.. a- ,, n ;.hf" ■ ■ 


Ukrainian milkman, leyye, who dings 
desperately to the old traditions of his cul tare 
while all around iihr, the world sttttts to 
change in big ways. His three daughters marry men that he considers 0.1.0 re 
and more unacceptable, and the ruling Russian government threatens to 
drive him and the other villagers from their home. 

"When 1 select a play I always have to kr»ow there « 
for every demanding role. I had to wait twenty years, gh cc d : 

and setts 
: ity: of the rofe 


jHifttaweatfortlfegiteissWrlter; 


A: scene during Fiddler on lie Roof 


pir ; : 

fiamdefi 
Bream, has 


The show lasted from 7:00 to 9:30 withSqutek intermission between acts> 
where refreshments were sewed oat ihihe hall. With lots oftiheeiful sofjgs, 
danting, and humor, the first half kerned to move at a good steady pace 
and sailed some laughter from, the audience. The second half wag filled d|y 
with more slow songs and some sorrow, which made it%&ehS to move a bit 
more sluggfeh than the first act, but was still very well preformed. 

The orchestra Was did an fantastic rendition of all the songs, every one 
sounding like as if it were Beipff played by the original musicians them- 
selves. Audience member Aimee Lockhardt commented, "It wa§ amazing 
how well they played the music and how nicely they sounded together. Wm 
fiddler was really good-* 

All in all this was ah excellent presentation of the classic "Fiddler on the : 
Roof". Principal Richard Gremlitz exclaimed; "I believe that the Oyster 
River High School production of - "The Fiddler ohlheKoof" wasemeof tt 


Emily Anderson, Gatfvcron Lundc and Emily Heckel preformed 

during a scene in F iddler on the Roof. the role of 

Tevye, as if it 

were natural for him, jit my opinion. Other talented main characters 
included junior. Eve Mugar, playing the old matchmaker Yente, sopho- 
more, Max Harris, playing the nervous tailor Motel, Cameron Lund, Emily 
Anderson, and Emily Heckel, playing Tevye's three eldest daughters, 
pnior, N&ho jaras, playing the thoughtful teacher Perchik, and freshman, 
Dorfsman-fiopkftri, playing the Russian solider Fyedka. And let's 
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Raised Like Your Own 


Adoption has 
always been this 
incredibly taboo 
subject. People tend 
to think that adop- 
tion is something 
that you don't talk 
about. This article 

tells the stories of three families that have 
adopted, been adopted, given a child up for 
adoption, or in one case all three. 

Robin and Rick Silverman from Ipswich Massa- 
chusetts adopted a little girl Jilli from South 
Korea. "I wanted a baby so bad! I had two 
miscarriages, and I just wanted to hold my own 
baby in my arms, it didn't matter how the baby 
got there!" Silverman says. Jilli came to the 
United States at the tender age of four months. 
When Jilli came home the Silverman's were 
ecstatic, "Oh My God! It was heaven; I could 
hardly believe she was mine!" After adopting Jilli, 
the Silverman's ended up giving birth to her two 
other daughters, Haley and Carley. 

The only thing that Robin Silverman feels 
separates Jilli from her two biological daughters is 
that Silverman didn't give birth to Jilli. Jilli, Haley 
and Carley have all grown up together and are 
sisters just like any other sisters. Silverman had a 
terrific experience with adopting Jilli. She says, "I 
am not really part of any "organized" religion, but 
I firmly believe that Jilli was always meant to be 
with our family. She is the daughter who made 
me a mother. Some destiny or karma or fate, 
directed her to me and this is 
why I had the two miscar- 
riages before she came home 
to us. This is why she became 
my first daughter," Silverman 
states. 

Jonathan Bussone, from 
Durham (names of the Bussone 
family have been changed ), 
another adopted child agrees, 

"I think that if you were 
adopted at a young enough 
age you don't really think 
about it that much because if 
you were raised by the parents 
you have now it's just natu- 
ral," Jonathan Bussone says. 



Robin and Rick 


"I wanted a baby so bad! I had 
two miscarriages, and I just 
wanted to hold my own baby 
in my arms, it didn't matter 
how the baby got there!" 



Jonathan and his brother 
Sean were both adopted at 
birth. 

In 1982 Sarah Bussone 
found out that she would 
have trouble having chil- 
dren. She and her husband 
Dave went through about 
eight years of infertility 
treatments and surgery to 
have a chance of becoming 
pregnant; when that didn't 
work she ended up receiving 
a form naming the country 
on one side and the price on 
the other from a world 
adoption agency. After 
deciding that this form 
seemed like baby selling they 
started to look elsewhere. 

Bussone ended up being 
referred to a woman who 
was pregnant and looking 
for a family. This family 
feels very fortunate to be 
able to receive two beautiful 
children. 

The Bussone's never met 
the birth mother and both 
the adoptive parents and the 
biological parents agreed to 
not have contact with one 
another. Both adoptions 
were very quick and sudden 
for the adoptive parents. The 
Bussone's found out five weeks 
before Jonathan was bom and three 
weeks before Sean was bom. "Oh 
my god, I was in love in love in 
love... you just fall in love with them 
at every stage," Bussone recalls with 
a smile. 

"It didn't occur to us that once we 
had those babies in our arms that 
they weren't totally ours, it just 
seemed funny that I hadn't given 
birth to them." Bussone remembers. 
After Sean was bom the Bussone's 
had two infants in the house at the 
same time. While growing up these 
two boys always knew they were 

adopted. "[The adoption is] not a factor in our lives, it might be a factor, 
or it might have been or it might become a factor in the lives of the 
boys," Bussone says. She is happy with the way things have turned out 
in her family. She is happy knowing that these two boys are absolutely 
theirs. Although Sean and Jonathan are theirs, both parents have agreed 
to help them find their birth mother if either one of them wants to find 
out more about her or wants to meet her someday. 

In both the Bussone and Silverman families the children always knew 
that they were adopted. "We never "told" Jilli she was adopted, it was 
always just part of our language on how our family was made." 
Silverman explains. Bussone recalls, "We always told them they were 
adopted... [and] at different points in their lives they would ask different 
types of questions." 

Suzanne Dev, from Durham, is a woman who has had a lot of experi- 
ence with adoption. She herself was adopted at the age of 18 months; she 
gave a child up for adoption at the age of 18, and then adopted a 15 year 
old boy in 1986. 


continued on next page... 


Jilli, Carley and Haley in 1989 
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continued from previous page... 

Dev was supposed to be adopted at 13 months but her father was sick 
and so she was forced to stay in the orphanage where she was living for 
another 5 months. When she got home her parents had already adopted 
her older brother 3 years previously. Growing up knowing that she was 
adopted, Dev felt very wanted. "Growing up kids were very cruel, even 
in high school I can remember people making fun of me for being 
adopted," Dev remembers. After being taunted about being adopted in 
elementary and junior high Dev stopped talking about it. She didn't say 
anything about it unless it came up some other way or she had to. "In 
my family, it was always that I was special and I was wanted," Dev says. 

Dev had a rough childhood with her adopted parents and her brother. 
Since her parents had a difficult time with her brother, Dev tried very hard 
to be the good girl, to be the one who didn't get into any trouble to make 
it a little easier on her parents. "My mother didn't have very good 
parenting skills because of the way she was brought up," Dev said. Dev 
was very disappointed when she found out that her birth parents were 
deceased. Although her birth parents were deceased she found out quite a 
bit of information about them. She found out that her mother was a piano 
singer at a night club that her father owned. Her parents gave her up for 
adoption because neither one of them were in a place in their lives that 
they could keep her. 

At the age of 18 Dev became pregnant. After finding out that she was 
pregnant her parents were incredibly unsupportive. Her parents kicked 
Dev out of the house after graduation and sent her to live with her aunt. 
When Dev's child was bom she asked for her daughter to be placed with a 
family right away and not have to go through what she went through as a 
baby. She felt that adoption was the best thing for the baby. When Dev's 
daughter, Jennifer, turned 18 she sought out Dev to contact her and try to 
have a relationship with her. 

They ended up meeting and Dev found out that the doctor's lied to her. 
Her daughter wasn't placed directly with a family she went into foster 
care before being placed into a dysfunctional family. Dev found that they 
had a lot in common and they ended up becoming close. "To this day we 
have a very loving relationship," Dev said with a smile. "I think my sister 


is really cool!" Amanda, Dev's other daughter, said. Amanda knows her 
mother's story, "I support my mother fully, and I love her and always will." 

When Dev's daughter Laura was two Dev and her husband Roger adopted 
Willie who had been abused as a child and had a lot of difficult issues to 
work through. Dev 
and her husband 
didn't know that 
Willie had been 
abused and was 
having a lot of 
difficulty in his life. 

The adoption agency 
they went through 
didn't release his 
records. "Everybody 
loves Willie," Dev 
said. Willie's biologi- 
cal father used to tell 
him to lock his door 
at night because he 
was going to kill 
Willie. Willie was 
dangled over a 
bridge to discipline 
him and he bounced 
from home to home 
because neither 
parent wanted him. 

At the age of six he 

was taken out of his home and placed in foster care where he stayed for nine 
years before being adopted by the Dev's. "Willie has issues but at least he 
has a family who loves him," Amanda said. 

Adoption is a very unique process and both Silverman and Bussone have 
enjoyed their children and suggest that people should adopt because it has 
enriched their lives. Silverman's advice is "Do it! Make your family!" 
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SENIOR WILLS 



Libby Allen 

Amanda - All the fish your heart desires. Tennis Team - The ability to "keep 
*live" at net. Liz - game-games. My estate is to be split up amongst my 
Spanish class, Kevin gets first dibs. To Matt - the 2 nd best bed. 

Emily Anderson 

Monika - Dance team, hiding in the back, giggling and wiggling, let's not talk 
about it. Kyle - Nonsense! The new Yellowcard,.a zipper, your future. Hallie 

- That time out mama was the 
exorcist girl. Kate N - A second 
senior year. Chaz - Victonans 
getting it on. Peter C - Mrs. Parsons, 
the future of high school musicals. 
Allen L - Calculations, a wicked hot 
babe. 

Eric Baker 

Boxy - My smug sense of self- 
esteem, and a positive light shone 
always onto the nickname "Boxy". 
Baldwin - The name of a charity you 
can donate your hair to when I 
inevitably cut it off. Joe Rankin and 
John Owens - At least two of Q's 
babies. Finally to the Junior Class - 
The legacy of Secret Underground 
Follies, may you not waste it like 
everyone expects you to. 

Joel Baron 

Tony - Toy truck. Corey - Queenie Mobile. JV - Sick soccer skills. Math - 
Sleeping skills. Brandon and Jamie - My bed. Eric - BB guns. CJ and Chaz - 
Special car rides. Megan and Ben - Random visits. Boxy - Shower. Every- 
one else - My Englishness. 



Corey Bastinanelli 

PJ.BK.RH. - Soccer team. PJ - Regal cinemas. Joey - eye drops, razor. 
Dragos-Lil'Belaidi. Jared - My looks. Ramsey - All the ladies. C.Mac. - 
Defined muscles. Jake - Liza. MDiSesa - Kooch 

Samantha Liane Brown 

Jesse - My love and the Brown family name. BBallers - Another title to 
match me. Jill Friel - A key to my dorm. Leslie - Many hugs. Neal -Many 
meaningful talks. Andy Cor-yay! - "Hi, I'm Sam!" Mike - Game of one on. 
one. Sarah Crothers - Permission to invite me over for family dinners. Jesse's 
friends' - Rides and hott girls. Caitlin - My sweeper position. 



Caitlin Carlsen 

Spandex Girls - 1 leave you 
8-minutes sprint jogs, 
another amazing record 
(with a happier ending) 
and a familiar face in the 
bleachers (me). P.M.S. - 1 
leave you better luck with 
the ladies. 


Nikki Casimiro 
Emjkate - Winter convert- 
ible rides. ORXC - Pranks. 

Rockyroblane - Vans. Doc 
- Manch signs, Toiga. 

Eyob - Diet. Punk. Rach - Helmets. ORGBB - Nicknames ans perfection. 
Caitlin - Bruises. Amanda - Boardwalk. Chizaz - Erasers. Paul - Tag team. 
Nick - Food. Andy - Gym class. Matty - Sunday football. Everybody - love 
and hugs. 


Ron Chenelle 

Corey Lewis - 
My natural 
hurdle ability. 

Max - 1 leave the 
pimpin' to you 
and my #2 jersey. 

Lacrosse team - 1 
leave the legacy 
of Oyster River 
Lacrosse, bring it 
home (again). 

Noah Chinburg 

Amelia gets the 
worthless award 

to pass onto anyone who qualifies. Eli gets the campsite for memories. 
Daisy has to wait until she's older than a freshman, but when she's old 
enough Eli will pass the campsite on to her. 

Allie Collopy 

Brooke - The bunny suit and rights to senor's floor. Hannah - Swedish fish. 
Owen - Seven chocopies. MC Sully - Saddle Club Sundays and my map. 
Nate - Unicorns. Hans - wakeup calls. Russian Exchange - My singing and 
five rubles. Cross Country - Mud puddles. 

Tristan Contas 

To Ben Nulk - 1 leave you the ability to sit with friends from your own class 
during lunch. To Kate Nardi - 1 leave you the ability to not get expelled 
from Phillips Exeter or any school you may end up attending. To Mrs. Rosi- 
Ray - 1 leave you my heart. To David Wilson - 1 leave you three more years 
of high school. .. haha sucker. 

Nicole Coughenour 

Luke - 2 more years stuck at home 
with the parents. Morgan - My 
brother. Julie - My spot as captain 
and an amazing senior year. Mel - 
Maybe a team your senior year? - 
Kate - The class of '07. 

Michelle Crothers 

Caitlin G - Championship soccer 
season. Pat - Tufts visits. Julie - 
Pillow game. Emily, Sara and KK - 
SPC! bus games. Lacrosse Team - 
Spooning. Andy Coryea - tie 
game. Caitlin B. - A yellow truck. 

Lauren B. - A big sister. Max - 
8:32. Eds - Sadie's date. Andy 
Caswell - My little sister. Sarah - 
My love and singing in the Sentra. 

Kay Dallon 

ORXC - Dance parties. Lacrosse - Final 4. Lilian - A name. DDay - Air- 
plane. Paul - Coffee addiction. Amanda - Tent buddy. Rach - Underwear. 
Nate - Visits. Eyob - House. Matt - Clyptoness. Andy - Talks. Krissy - A 
partner. Emily and Sarah - Wiswall. Connor - Apple shampoo and condi- 
tioner. Everyone else - Love. 

Marisa Daniel 

Meghan M. -Falafels. OR Girls' Lax - La Festa and the team. Sarah P. - 
Relay for Life. Matt T. - XC and track team. Eilleen - My running shoes. 
Rachel Rines - Girls' XC team. Ricky - My mile. Lia - The fam. And dance 
parties in my car. 

Andrew DeGrace 

I leave everything of non-importance to my little brother; and lunch time 
chill outs to Ben Nulk. 
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The Mouth of the River proudly presents... 


- Senior Class 



-Kristen Puffer- 


Kristen’s Kinda-Real Biography... 

After moving to this country from her native Panama, Kristen came to Oyster River 
in hopes of being the first person in her family to graduate 9th grade, now four years late 
Kristen is a senior, and quite a popular one at that! She is captain of the varsity 
cheerleading team and an expert baton twirler. Her friends include the ever popular Matl 
Mills and some others. Next time you see this silly in the hall give a congratulatory slap 
on the back, but no too hard. . .she might break!.... into a fit of laughter! 





June 2, 2006 


Mouth of the River 



Centerfolds- 



-Natchiket Patkar- 


Natchiket’s Kinda-Real Biography... 

Natchikat Patkar, the inspiration for the new Jack Black comedy Nacho Libre, and the 
jazz flute section of Anchorman... after a lot of hard work he is graduating this month 
with his fellow 2006ers and he is "super-duper pumped like no other person alive. . .right 
now" says BFF Bobby Lambert. When you see him at graduation give a loud applause 
because Natchiket Patkar could be the coolest man this school has ever seen. 
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Amanda Dev 

To Mia I leave Degrassi and Instant Star. To Kate I leave constant optimism 
and crazy situations. To Stephen I leave DVD's in Betsy's locker and war 
movies. To Liza, her friends and her little sister I leave everything else! 

Ben Dodd 

Hubby - Six pack. Blair - Goatee. Joey - Gremlin wife. Dragos - 26k. Pat - 
Championship. Mac - Good riddance. Sammy - smaller eyelids. Bahls- 
copy of Finding Nemo. Jake - A couple more freckles. Tony - Every bit of 
TJ. Craig - Monkey Matt Johnson - Wait. . . he's a senior. 

Racheal Dowhan 

Lian T. - A ride to school and my pool. Lauren B. and Karissa L. - All the 
clothes I don't bring to San Diego and a place to visit. Danni R. - Daycare 
memories and my love. Softball Team - Lots of wins, tons of fun and girl 
pants. Carolyn - A relief pitcher and a license. Amelia - Slipper socks and 
an amazing senior year. Everyone else - A really cold winter. 

Paul DeTurk 

To Aaron Moss I leave the future of ORHS Boys' volleyball. To Corey Lewis 
- 1 leave my pretty pink stick and green ball. And to Monika I leave two 
more years of high school. 

Dimah Eroshkin 

Kevin - The Math Team, title of the best math student in the school. Keegan 
Hoey - The crazy award assembly hat. 

Chelsea Evans 
To Kayla - 1 
leave you my 
legacy and 
incredible good 
looks to get you 
through high 
school. 

Boomcats - My 
skills to win 
some more. 

Soccer girls' - 
My love for the 
game? Every- 
one else - Try 
not to cry when 
I'm gone. 

Shannen Evans 

John "little Bennion," the desk in Tryo's shop. Vickie S. - Running in our 
gear. Courtney M. - Deadmean's curve. Eric -No more high fives! Molly 
Q. - Green Acres with Lucy & Seal and Double G Boots! 

Brianne Gonet 

Courtney D. - Good luck darling in high school, have fun and be safe. Kay 
- Hope you have one more "fun" soccer season with Linda. Mrs. B. - Enjoy 
my mug! And art class without me! 

Caneel Graham 

To Dan - Free reign of the art room. Sasa - title of hottest carwasher. 

VBTeam - buttsweat, Lil gets Snell Road. To Laura - EHECK's formal title. 
Nicho - sunshine and orange thoughts. Kelvin - restful nights. Pete - My 
parking space. 

Kira Griswold 

I leave: To Celclia - our Peace arg. To Moyns - Jigs / my odor and Bridget 
Jones. To GBR- Hannah Banana and Moyns. ToSenor-PPH. TONards- 
Dance Parties. . . next year. To Lauren - Carriage Way. To Maya - 4 years of 
ORHS. 

Caitlin Hart 

Greg. M. Davidson - Marriage. MAH-GEE SAL-MON! - Senor Peppers. 
Eyad A. Achraf - much love, a back door, hilAAArious. Eryn True! - who 
knows! Hallie G - The dance and workcamp memories, colossal junior and 
senior years. Bridge - 'A-REE POTTA! The only child life. 


Emily Heckel 

Laura - Gaveth, 

23, clothes I don't 
take to college, 
funny men. Euza 

- HP trivia game. 

Haver Hill. Maria 

- Mrs. Clockett. 

Jessica -ORP 
Videos, senior 
year! Megan: 

Steve :) memories. 

Zoey - A couch 
pouch from 
HEckel 2. Nicho - 
Random word association. ORP - A great show 

Alex Hoyt 

To Joey my parking spot. Sam K. - 1 leave you a hair cut and some eye- 
surgery. Hubby - 1 leave you some leg protection for before games. 

Matt Johnson 

I leave Jared chillin' sessions. I leave Greg and Bosh Volo sessions to Loon 
and Ville. Petro - Anything redneck I own. I leave Trey the Durham Police. 
I leave Wiswall to Alina. I leave NH waves to Max, Ty, Greg and Chris. 

Laurel Kilmain 

Eugene - tears of sinking raft. Emily Q. - Work it. Sam H. - Seinfeld. 

Emily B. - Sir Scott Island. Moyns - Hannah. Emily A. - Special talks. 

Matt T. - binoculars from summer 2004. ORHS - Kate Nardi. Peter - Secret 
love. Rob - Ski trips. Swimteam - Friendly's. GBR- My love. Emily R.- 
Granola bars 

Sarah Kniaz 

To my girls' I leave my parking spot, the craziest lunches and DD's.coffee. 

05 chorus gets my love of Newsies and the best dance parties ORHS has 
ever seen. I love you all and think of me when you're overly hyper A _ A ! 

Aimee Lam 

I leave the duty of actually finishing the crossword puzzles to Stephen 
Wright-Eaton, Kate Wood and Cathy Callwood. The passion for pottery to 
Chris Hall. The Class of 2007 -Lots of luck! 

Sarah Lamb 

To Christina I leave 22, treat it well. To Liz - D-Unit. Emily Murphy - 
cupcakes, frosting and longing looks. Andy - sign language and hoboing. 
Sarah Pease - My score. Nards - 1 leave my love. To the Juniors - 1 leave 
Kate Nardi. 
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Bobby Lambert 

Eds - X-Camp. Tony - Mollases Man and Disney Land. Jared - The Jay 
Kru Stash and Ferris Bueller. Capt. Now - A pink egg. Bosch -Old man 
with chips, whaaat? Whalen - Tardiness. Leslie- Fox Paul Igoe - A Boars 
Head. Greg Johnson - Cheezy Poofs. Ryan Hubbard - Romantic hand- 
shakes. Eyob- Disney Land and Checkers. Hannah Poff- : ) + <3 

Lizz Lanzer 

Russia Gang - The Dolphin Show, homemade Aaaarsni. . .ck! Baby B - Hot 
dance moves. Fiddlers - A pot, pan, broom and hat! Liza - J3eing a buddah 
girl. Camden - Chauffeuring a sophomore, Jazz All-State, a sexy wife, 
Tevyibaby! Katrina -Saxophones!!! Good luck! 

Sarah Litvaitis 

I leave my impeccable taste in music to Olivia Nelson and Alex the little 
freshman. My vast knowledge of Buffy trivia goes to Nora Armstrong, and 
all of my "scene points" go to Amanda Fisher. 

Steve Maynard 

Basketball team - A Championship. Lax team - A victory over Bow. 
Marauders - Some muddy trails. Trevor - The house. Chris Bahl - vocal 
chords. And I leave a muddy parking spot to anyone who wants it. 

Megan McMahon 

Christina - A license, Indiana Jones and plenty of DEC vouchers. Trevor - 
musical volumetric freedom and plenty of squirrels. Mrs. Tag - The chance 
to reclaim the side whiteboard. Bible Study Girls' - All my love and 
prayers. Love you all! 



Sam Morrill 

Stu! - Megan Shulz, Father Abraham, my lover Mick, magic llama, nobody 
ever calling you Stu. Kate - Train rides to see me. Matt - Reenacting Little 
House Books. Sam - My dances, Trevor - Our wedding plans. '07 - Good 
luck living up to us! 

Will Mullin 

To Moyns I leave our precious Layla ;) and a bottle of FeBreeze for the wind 
star mini-van. That is all. 

Sophie Nelson 

A. Fish - Chips 2 go wit dat Fish. Olive - peace in the Middle East. Paul 
Igoe - Sweet Lovin'. Hilda - Blue suede shoes 2 match the Frock. Alex - a 
swift kick. Pepita - Hamburgers. Paquita - Jlo's Ghettobooty. Teodorra-A 
my sized Barbie. 


Emily Pappas 

To Amelia - The Art room 
and Mrs. Rosi-Rays 
clothes. To Pat Jackson - 
A quarter. To Lynden - 
An open invitation for 
corruption. To Lizz 
Hamer - Stoyke's boomer- 
ang. To Craig Mason -A 
helmet. To Caitlin B. - hot 
boys. To Junior Girls' - 
lives and mouthwash. To 
Jared - STONEMAN 

Laura Peters 
Julie - Chord changes to 
Hoobastank, a dorm room 
to escape to. Dance Team 

- Stephanie! And some 
Disney Movies. Katrina - 
A ride, coconut champ, 
some saxophones. Eli — 
your own section. Menika 

- someone new to corrupt 
you. Monsieur Forget - 
All my love. ORHS - The 
legend of SoSick'06 and 
no more Pep Rallies. 



R. Poppke 

I leave; Kels - Our three fingered peace sign. Brooke - Our conversations. 
Hockey girls' - Practices ay Jackson's. L. A. - More crisis moments. But 
most of all I leave parking spot 383 covered in mud, oil and gas! 


Kristen Puffer 

My favorite little sis - a box car. Sarah Crothers - Pillow game. 
Sparkmonk - Backhand side. Timmy McDonnell - 969-8255. Owen - $40 
worth of steak tips. Chris Bahl - another year in French 1. Cara Sherry - 
No more trips to PT. 



Ben Pullar 

Mac - The hockey team, Bring it home! Patty J. - Lax Team. BShny Rollins 
- 22, wear it well. Alec - Golden showers. Ty - Spin scoops - Good 
times in the past and many in the future, thanks for everyiiy^lHockey 
team - My Ethnicity. Dragos - Half of my cookie. BrookfeM^rrick. 
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Hannah Rankin 

Sibs - Our inspection-violation on wheels and "zesty noodle bake/' 
Rouxlings - Bonfires and beach trips. M-pav - ChemBible. Sam W. and 
Sasa - One year of H. W. "sharing." Lawrence - All of my fav. Carcinogens. 
Baker - "The" Periodic Table. Bean - all my "love." VBGirls' - Smelly knee 
pads and a championship next year. 

Tonya Raucci 

I would like to pass on all of my patients, what luck I have and the ability to 
enjoy every minute of every day to each student to come and go. Tm 
leaving behind endless love and laughter to DANIELLE RICH! 

Sarah Roeder 

Melissa Roeder - 1 leave 
you all my belongings 
and two more lovely 
years of high school! 
Also two more years of 
Lisa and Doug! And 
Jess's babysitting jobs. 

Morgan Roux 
I'll be gracious and leave 
the volleyball team's 
butt sweat and smelly 
knee pads to Sammy 
Datti and Janelle Brink, 
cheering to the rest of 
the v-ballers, endless 
finite assignments to 
Mark Pavilidis and 
bonfires and beach 
nights to the younger 
Rankin's, Roux and M- 
Pav. 



Rich Santello 

To the one and L-sizzle I leave some game, we all know he needs it. To 
Valley - A new hockey helmet. Trey-brpj. To big Lofty - The warm 
Mexican sun and Hilo. To Poobs - The Warehouse. Moyns - Irish Voice. 



Jill Scangas 

Jill Friel - A singing partner, a bunny hop, a pair of moccasins and an 
awesome name! Hallie - An amazing dance partner. Monika - Sunday 
afternoons with MG. Cecilia - A GBAC pass for two and a night-long walk. 


Jesse Schram 
Blair - el toro. Pat 

- championship. 
Hubby - carved 
pumpkins. Joey - 
shut up. Mac - 
hair cut. Dragos - 
Mrs. Maftei and 
America, sammy- 
boondock. Church 

- cardboard boxes. 
Bahls - Bruce the 
shark. Kay -Matt. 
Tony - speech 
impediment. Jake 
-Smash. Craig - 
homework. Ramzi 
-Jasmine. 


Maggie Slepian 

Ellen-Claire - The Slepian legacy and a passing grade in math. Anna - 
Maggie's HS Survival Guide. Euge - LOST and an intact car. Swim Team 
- shower parties. Julie - Many giggles. Amanda- Smirkiness. Kate - 
Another semester here. E. A. - My soul. 


Sammie Streelman 

Bethany - The red 
phone. Lewis - 
Right to grab. 
Courtney - Right to 
adopt. Alec- The 
piano room. Eric - 
March 20 th . Robin - 
Mrs. Kish's room. 
Curtis - the color 
pink. Shop cla^s - 
Back massages and 
Sam's Choice. Lil' 
Bennion - Shop 
desk. Brandon - 
the twins. 



Mariah 
Tarvainen 

I leave Amanda 
Fisher all of my 
love and affec- 
tion. James and 
Luke - The family 
legacy. Olivia -A 
raincoat. Sam- 
My unborn fetus. 

Alex - Ten more 
inches. 

Hannah Todd 

Aliana - My bail 
money. Kyrstin- 
My love. Nate 

Kimball - some class. Dylan - My curly hair to play with. Mel - Home- 
work passes for math. Max Eggers - A date to your senior prom. Andy 
Caswell - Marky's number. Missy - Better comebacks. 



Betsy Trasher 
Emily -I leave you the 
up, and the ability 
to accept an 80. 2 nd 
lunch- 1 leave you 
all the responsibil- 
ity to feed a new 
generation... or 
become anorexic. 


organized periodic table, the ability to beat Brewer 


Phil Trombley 

Lana Hurdles. 
McGann - Sarah 
Lamb's love. 
Meghan -Jacq. 
D.C., Em, Anna, 
Sarah - Nights on 
the baseball dia- 
mond. Nick Strong 
- Indoor track 
team. Sis -The 
Dynasty and legend 
of the Trombley 
clan. Jacqueline - 
My love. All 
legend of '06. 
Trombley Out! 



Jason Usher 
Matt Moynhan - 1 
leave my title of 
Jedi Master, all of 

my fighting skills and the chairmanship of the Red Four. Eugene Kim - 1 
leave camping spots for you to share, the title of Party Propagandist of the 
Red Four. 
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Andrew Vatistas 

Chris, Evan, Ryan - Captains. Caswell, Maurer, Daigle, Timmy, Ryan, Mike, 
Josh- A Championship. Lynden - Hockey tickets. Lily, Chelsea - A license. 
Karissa - Awkwardness. Neal, Leslie - you son of a . . . Kelsey - lunchtime 
phone calls. Lee, Brooke - popo. Caitlin - The Red Sox. Sarah - My height 

and spare 
change. Poff, 
Roxy -Hi's. Joe 
-An Ain math. 


Ben 

Wachowiack 
Petro - 1 leave 
The Cave and 
Beach cookouts. 
Ariel - My car 
and my room. 
Val - Bmaid I 
leave you 
roadtrips. To 
Val and Petro - 
Hockey team 
and Porches. 
Kristen - 
Lacrosse goal, 
my love, 
everything I 
own. Beaner- 
Surf sessions. 
Lax. 


Ben Walnicki 
I'm taking it all 
with me. 



Cy Watson 

Hubbie - A Mohawk and a lovely marriage. Patty J. - Football in the rain, 
surfin', chillin from like 1- 18. B-Kel - Homerun. Sammie - A trey that hits 
the rim. Kevin - Makin' money. Jared - A sick summer at your house. 

Bosh - Pack of Rats. Neal -Aww yeah. Trey - A fire to put out. Eliza -An 
embarrassing moment when you feel when you read that I love you in the 
school newspaper. 

Mollie Wills 

Krissy - Old Lax times w/ Allie, beading, three years together at U VM and 
a place to stay until then. Shalyn - Bike trips to school, long boarding 
injuries and future neighborhood bonding. Mel - Sleeping with Brutus 
and sisters who will miss you. 



A sandcastle at Hampton Beach 


:: . . . J S 


Summer Sweet-Spots 




Well after ten long months of copying homework and last minute studying, you start to 
wonder what you'll be doing over your two months of freedom. Many of you may have jobs 
and seniors will be getting ready for college, but what about the free time in between? Are you 
eyeing a great summer vacation, but don't know where to go? 

~ Water Country-Rtel in Portsmouth, NH -session starts June 10 th -^Sept 4 th All day passes 
$32.00 Vz day passes $20 starting at 3:00. Hours from 10-6*00. Try out one of the 9 slides or the 
wave pool for some excitement if you want something a little more laid back try the lazy pool 
where you float around the parklwww.watercountiy.com 

~ Seacbasf Science Center -570 Ocean Boulevard, Rye NH -open from 10-5:00 for the month of April-October. The center 
is situated on 136 acres Within which you can explore seven distinct habitats along With many wooden 
| trails.www.seacentf.org 

~ isle of ShoalST315 Market Street, Portemouth, NH - Morning Tours 9:55-12:45 Afternoon Tours 1:25 -4:15 Price for 
Adults $24.00, Children $14,00. Operating April 1- New Years. Tours range from the sightseeing cruise, the lighthouse 
cruise and the dinner cruise, www.islesofehoals.com 


~ Canobie Lake Park -85N. Street* Salam NH-Park opens April 22 nd the park doesn't get into full swing until June 1 st . Adults $27^children $18. Some of the 
rides at the park are the Corkscrew coaster. Wipeout, Starblasf and of course the Boston Tea Party.www.canobie.com 

~ Gunstock Resort in Gilford, NH is a great place to get outside. If you enjoy horse back riding, skating, mountain biking or kayak this would be a great 
place to go v\rww.gunstoclccom 


- Hampton Beach events- Sand sculpting June 17^-30*, Firework- June-August, Seafood f estival-September 8 lh -i0* Nightly concerts at the Seashell stage. 
Children's Festival- August 14-18* www.hamptonbeach.org 


~ Prescott Park Arts Festival- Portsmouth only outdoor theater on the waterfront The park has many events such as theatre, concerts, dance, art and 
children's events. Session open the end of Jttfie. To check out the schedule go to www.prescottpark.org 
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Guardians of the Mantle Review 


A mantle of unimaginable power, a cunning 
swordsman, evil beings bent on world destruction, 
what!?!?! Is this the newest big summer movie that 
is destined to make millions? No it's Brennan 
Smith's new play, "Guardians of the Mantle" 
Brennan wrote, directed, and starred in this 
play of epic proportions. In one word Cy Watson 
described the play as, "Hodgepodge." Do you need a little clarification on 
that comment? So did I. Cy went on to say, "I thought the story line was 
very well written and given the experience of the actors they did extremely 
well." I could sit here and try to explain "Guardians of the Mantle" to all 
of you but there is no way I could possibly do it any justice. 

I'm not going to lie to all of the readers out there and say that this was 
the best acting I have ever seen in my whole life. The acting was not 
amazing but it was done well given the circumstances. Most of the actors 
and actresses that took parts in Brennan's play had little to no acting 


experience. For the amount of time that they had and the experience of the 
performers I felt that they did extremely well. 

The story line had a heavy influence by Lord of the Rings and Dungeons 
and Dragons. For fans of either of these movies or games this will be a very 
interesting story. At times the story can be a little confusing but if you pay 
attention you will be able to figure the story out relatively easily. One of the 
highlights of the show is the final swordfight that takes place in the woods 
involving several of the main characters. Now on the night that I saw the 
play there was a wardrobe malfunction during this scene and the actors and 
actresses were forced to simply adlib. I was not even aware of this minor 
flaw until Brennan himself pointed it out to me. 

All in all I enjoyed "Guardians of the Mantle". No it wasn't the next 
Cat's or Lord of the Rings but it was extremely entertaining. Aside from 
some minor flaws I thought everyone did a good job and seemed to have 
fun while doing it. 




;■.« .• v • ••$& 


Registration / permission slips must be 
submitted by June 5th. 

For additional details go tot 
http://www.orhsprojectgraduation.org/ 
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This being 
my first prom 
I thought it 
only appropri- 
ate to do the 
honors of 
reviewing it. 
To properly 
do this I broke 
it up into 
three different 
categories. 
Food, loca- 
tion, and general atmosphere of prom. 

The food was very well put together. I 
heard of several different cases where 
people spent the whole night eating and 
missed the entire prom. My personal 
favorite was the chicken on the skewers, 
although there were many other delectable 
dishes. I give the food an A+. 

The prom was held at The Gaily Hatch 
Conference Center. It wasn't until I hit the 
shopping Plaza that consisted of: a fire- 
works shop, a porn shop (with viewing 
rooms, YES!), and a gun shop before I 
realized that I may have gone the wrong 
way. I think that anyone who drove to the 
prom found it particularly difficult to find 




this mysterious place. Eventually though it 
was found and I think that the space was 
very well put together making sure to 
provide everyone with enough space to 
move around but little enough space to rub 
sweat all over each other. 

The last category is the general atmo- 
sphere of the prom. I felt that despite the 
fact that half of the prom consisted of 
people who were either not from Oyster 
River or were clearly not even below 25 
years old the atmosphere was pretty good. 
Most people seemed to have a pretty good 
time and I didn't witness any major prob- 
lems or snags that took place. 

Personally prom was very much over 
hyped to me. I never had any intention of 
ever going to a prom but this year I was 
convinced to attend. After years chick 
flicks, teen comedy's, and people telling me 
how fun prom is I was extremely let down. 
Prom was nothing like what I had imag- 
ined; I don't think half of the people includ- 
ing myself even know who won prom king 
and queen. All prom was to me was a 
formal dance with juniors and seniors in a 
fancy room. All of my complaints aside I 
thought that prom was actually pretty good. 
It was well planned and well done. 



Curious about Shakespeare? 

Considering acting in a Shakespeare play? 

Have experience, but want to brush up? 

Want to have fun this summer while learning? 

If you answered yes to any of these questions, this is for you! 
Sign-up for... What Does Shakespeare Know About Me?* 

Explore connections to contemporary life in monologues and scenes from 

Shakespeare's plays. 

2- week session! Monday thru Friday ~ July 10 through 21 

Spaces still available! 

Also offering Pottery workshops and Art classes for high school students! 

For further information or to register contact: Mill Pond Center for the /Arts 
P.O. Box 25 - Durham, NH 03824 • 603.868.8999 
millpondcenter0verizon.net * mm . milfrondcenter.org 



June 2, 2006 



Op-Ed 

Mouth of the River 


The Fall of Peppiness 





Yummmmm 


animosity take place, knowing 
full well that it was all in good 
fun-natural rite of high school 
passage. 

As the years went on and 
the overturn of classes passed, 

06 finally became seniors and 
09 were their freshmen coun- 
terparts. With all the drama at 
the beginning of the year over a 
"spirit fest" instead of a pep 
rally, and the toned-down 
games and festivities, this years 
seniors, for the most part were 
mildly annoyed that their pie- 
in-the-face glory was taken 
away. Autumn's Spirit Fest 
was mild-mannered and any 
attempt to stand up and cheer 
was quickly bludgeoned by the 
faculty who stood amongst the 
rows of students. Maybe that's 
why, on April 21, only about 40 
out of 149 seniors even both- 
ered showing up for the pep 
rally that Michelle Crothers, 

Mrs. Wotton and Laura Peters 
worked so hard to organize. 

It is tempting, with most 
seniors having cars conveniently located in senior 
parking, easily accessible if you would rather go 
home than support your class in the last pep rally 
of your high school career. We begged and 
pleaded to get our pep 
rallies back, and then used it 
as an excuse to go home 
early. It was a disappointing 
showing, and this year's 
freshmen most likely did not 
get the same impression of 
OR spirit that 06 did as 
freshmen four years ago. 

Is this what the adminis- 
tration had in mind when 
they overhauled the tradi- 
tion ORHS pep rally? 

Nearly all the students from 
09, 08 and 07 showed up, 
bearing the OR blue and 
white, and cheering as their 
classes were represented in 
everything from dizzy bat 
races to pie-faced contests. 
The seniors who partici- 
pated did so with enthusi- 
asm and gusto, but their 
final senior pep rally was 
undeniably different from 
what they expected four 
years ago. 

I hope that this lack of 
spirit is not a new trend at 
OR, and that next year's 
Oyster River can bring back 
the school spirit, with the 
class of 07 giving the rest of 
the school a run for their 
money. Limited, of course, 
to a friendly pie in the face. 


The vast amount of seniors (-38) who 
attended the pep rally 


Fill in the 
blank: Pep 
rallies are 


Fun? Lame? 
Anything's 
better than 
class? If I 
remember 
correctly, this 
year's spring 
pep rally was 
nothing like the 
pep rallies that I remember as a freshman. Those 
pep rallies were something to look forward to; in 
the old, nasty-smelling gym, with freshmen and 
seniors seated on one side, facing the juniors and 
sophomores on the other. The freshman, a 
pathetic few decked out in yellow, sat demurely, 
in their place at the bottom of the seniority food 
chain. The sophomores nearly all wore red, and 
occasionally jumped up to cheer but were quickly 
subdued by the ferocity of the senior class of 03. 
The pep rallies were almost all between the 
juniors and the seniors, with teeth-baring, cow- 
bell ringing declarations that the seniors did in 
fact rule the school, though the juniors tried hard 
to prove them wrong. 

Throughout all the face-painted, jeering and 
cheering, with the seniors spilling out onto the 
gym floor and the inevitable knock-down of 
dozens of students during the tug-of-war, the 
faculty mostly stood back and let this friendly 


$a®§leS§eniati p-MWr if nr 


1. I miss 
would you 


UP LINES 
Month 

teddy bear. 


2. Damn! Somebody 
needs to write explosive 
on you, cuz you're da 
bomb! 

3. Do you have a 
bandaid? Because I just 
scraped my knee falling 
for you. 

4. Hello. Are you taking 
any applications for a 
boy/girlfriend? 

5. If I received a nickel for 
every time I saw someone 

as beautiful as you. I'd 

J : - 

have five cents. 
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A flash of light 
attracts your 
attention, looking 
to the horizon a 
blinding light is 
visible some- 
where off to the 
east. A cloud 
rises and starts 
forming the 
shape of a 
mushroom, you 
feel a large blast 
of wind as reality hits you. The United States 
has just been nuked. 

Is such a scenario possible in a few more 
years? All I know is this, I am not happy with 
the way things are going. It seems like we are 
not moving towards a more peaceful world 
like we had hoped in creating the United 
Nations. It seems like relations are only becom- 
ing tenser. 

The specific cause of this tension is some- 
thing we could not have avoided without 
abandoning the search for improved technol- 
ogy. I write specifically about the atomic bomb. 
After its use in World War II we created the 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty, hoping to 
prevent future issues. 

It didn't work, I guess. The Treaty says three 
things: that the five Nuclear Weapons States do 
not share nuclear technol- 
ogy with other nations 
and do not attack other 
nations with nuclear 
weapons, that the five 
Nuclear Weapons States 
reduce their amount of 
nuclear weapons, and 
that all countries have the 
right to explore nuclear 
technology for peaceful 
purposes (i.e. energy). 

Many of the world's 
nations signed the treaty 
including Iran. 

Recently, Iran has been 
trying to learn how to 
enrich Uranium for 
energy needs. Of course 
international critics point 
out that Iran's access to 
oil should provide it with 
energy access and it has 
no need for nuclear 
power. Though, this oil is 
expected to be depleted 
in about 100 years. 

Enrichment of Uranium 
is the process of increas- 
ing the prevalence of 
Uranium-235, Uranium 
must be enriched to be 
used for nuclear power as 
well as nuclear bombs. 

But, nuclear bombs 
require much more 
concentrated Uranium- 
235. 

So, all we need to know 
whether Iran is in Enrich- 
ment for good purposes 
or bad is to what level 


they are trying to enrich the Uranium. 

On April 17, 2006, The New York Times 
reported that "[Iranian] President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad said that Tehran 
was "presently conducting research" on 
the P-2 centrifuge, boasting that it would 
quadruple Iran's enrichment powers." 

We know they have enriched Uranium to 
3.5 percent, enough for nuclear energy; 

Uranium needs to be enriched to 80 
percent to be used in a bomb, could Iran 
be trying to reach this point? Would they 
want to? 

The U.S.'s relationship with Iranian President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, and Iran in general, 
has not been the best in recent years. Hostages of 
the Iran Hostage Crisis of 1979 have claimed that 
Ahmadinejad was one of their hostage takers. 
The crisis occurred due to student's disagree- 
ment with the U.S.'s political involvement in 
Iran. They did not approve of some of the actions 
the U.S. was taking publicly, and some actions 
that they thought the U.S. was doing in secrecy. 

Is it possible that once they do not comply with 
investigators, we will decide to take action? After 
all, all we would have to do is move all our 
military forces in the Middle East two countries 
to the right. If we never acted intrusive in the 
beginning we may have avoided this mess 
entirely, so why try to become even more intru- 
sive to fix it? 


I just hope the United States doesn't go after Iran 
on their own, without seeking out diplomatic 
measures and UN support. This would be the worst 
possible result. 

I started this piece in hopes of learning enough to 
create my own specific view on what should be 
done by international powers. Unfortunately, the 
situation seems more complex than anyone can 
handle making a decision for, not even my-omni- 
scient-self . The tension that exists is not going to be 
resolved anytime soon. But, nevertheless it is 
important that we take the right steps in the mean- 
time. 

If Iran becomes hostile and threatens us, I am sure 
the United Nations will come together to remove 
the threat, but until then I suggest we sit quietly in 
our western hemisphere and eat a donut or two. 
Mmmm... donut... 



A mushroom cloud 
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In Twenty Years 




In twenty years I 
will be 


Do you know the 
answer to this 
question? I didn’t 
think so. None of 
us really have a 
very good idea of 
what we will be 
doing twenty years 
from now. If my 
brother turns out to 

be correct I will be living in my basement collecting 
comic books and playing video games as my mom 
brings me peanut butter and jelly sandwiches. Will 
Dimah Eroshkin go on to take over the world? Will 
Kristin Puffer have a traumatic experience that 
changes her from nice to just plain mean? Will Ben 
Walnicki go on to become the heavyweight champion 
of the world? 

When the seniors graduate 
they will go offinto the world 
whether they end up in college, 
work, the streets, or in your 
mom’s basement. The point is, 
in twenty years everyone, 
freshmen, sophomores, and 
juniors will all be out in the 
world doing something that is 
hopefully new and exciting. 

But what? And who will be 
doing what? I have tried to 
answer these questions as best 
as I can. 

Let’s look at everyone as 
they should be looked at, as a 
part of a group lacking 
individuality and freedom. I 
have clumped our school into 
several classes that I feel 
covers everyone. Each group 
has a future that I have 
foreseen through the power of 
awesomeness and written 
down for you here. 

The Straight Up Gangsta’s 
- They will take a road trip to 
the ghetto. Three minutes later 
they will experience the most 
savage beating they have ever 
experienced before having 
their shoes and clothes stolen. 

The Geeks - There are so 
many types of geeks it is hard 
to pin point their futures. 

There are the band geeks. 

Band Geeks are popular in 
Oyster River, you probably 
know several people who are' 
in facts Geekay Bandioso 
which is the Latin name for / 
band geeks. I predict that the 
band geeks will all pursue a 
career in music, which includes 
the study of, the performing of, 
and the teaching of. 50% of 
the band geeks will end up 
teaching music, 35% will end 
up giving up on their musical 
career and end up working for 


the government, 10% will end up studying music and 
work in the business, and 5% will end up performing 
their music successfully. There are also the computer 
geeks or Computidae Geekay who are incredibly 
skilled in the ways of the central processing unit. 
Computidae Geekay are a rare 
breed, they are hardly seen outside 
of there regular habitat known as 
the computer lab. 

The Glam Squad - The Glam 
squad consists of all of the boys 
and girls who love fashion and 
clothes. Members of the glam 
squad will go off to various 
colleges and universities pursuing 
different careers. After a brief 
stint on the newest season of 8 th and Ocean their looks 
will fade and they will marry prominent businessmen 
and doctors who do not appreciate them enough, I 
know- it’s sad. 

The Gamblers - If you were to go online at three 


o’clock in the morning and IM someone like Cy 
Watson and ask, “Cy, what are you doing online at 
three in the morning?” He would answer you with, “I 
just lost $3561.00 on online poker” These are the 
gamblers. The gamblers will go off and pursue various 

dreams and 
professions, 
but they will 
all have a 
deep dark 
secret. 

They are 
addicted to 
gambling. 
On the 
weekends, 

after work, late at night they will release their urges and 
gamble in any way possible whether it is a dice game in 
the alley or a game of online poker. Regardless of how 
successful they are in life this problem will catch up to 
them. Most of them will end up betting away all of 

their belongings and end up in debt to the 
mob. Some will escape the mobs dark 
hand but end up living on the streets 
gambling away anything they can obtain. 
A small percentage of them will ride a 
lucky streak before finally confronting 
their problem and realizing they should 
quit while they are ahead. Ironically this 
group will be killed in a freak four leaf 
clover accident. 

The AP Kids - Upon Graduation from 
the top colleges and universities in the 
world you will enter your chosen field 
and become very successful. That’s a 
given. Then you will all miss being in 
school so much that you will go back to 
college, and get the highest degree that 
you can, all while solving complex 
mathematical equations. Only after 
fifteen extra years of schooling will you 
settle down and have a family, and in 
twenty years you will have genius 
children that will surpass you in every 
imaginable way. Needless to say, this 
will bring you to ruin, and all of your 
successes in high School will be rendered 
meaningless. Ha. 

Regardless of where we all end up in 
twenty years every surviving member of 
the class of 2006 will attend the Oyster 
River High School twenty year reunion. 
While there we will all realize that what 
we are not defined by what we do or how 
much money we make but how we live 
life. Upon this epiphany we will 
appreciate and cherish the friendships we 
all had together and look back upon the 
four marvelous years we spent as one. 
However there will be a catch, we will 
find that there was no ORHS 20 year 
reunion and this was in fact a ploy by 
none other than Dimah Eroshkin to 
capture the Oyster River class of 2006. 
Dimah will store all of us in small 10 X 
10 climate controlled containers in a 
place he refers to as the Museum of 
Oyster River. 


. , - — ~ ;• ••. ; " 

"Computidae Geekay are a rare 
breed, they are hardly seen out- 
side of there regular habitat 
known as the computer lab. " 
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READ THIS UNDERCLASSMEN! 





"I wish someone would have told me how important freshman 
year really is," commented senior Nate Gross as he reflected on 
the grades he has received over the past four years of his life at 
ORHS. 

It seems that many here at ORHS have been under the false 
impression that colleges only look at the grades you receive later 
in high school when evaluating admission applications. How- 
ever, that is not necessarily so. In fact, the truth is that most 
students are applying to college the moment they set foot into 
high school without even knowing it. 

While most colleges do consider a students' junior year of high school "most important," 
the overall grade point average is also a heavy influence on admissions decisions and when 
you blow off your freshman and sophomore years your overall GPA will likely take a large 
blow and limit your chances of college acceptance. 

It isn't until you get your official high school transcript to send to colleges that you begin to 
realize how much that D+ in French two your freshman year really lowered your GPA. 

"I can't think of anyone who knew exactly where they wanted to go to college freshman 
year. . . I changed my mind a lot over the course of high school," commented senior, 

Couitney Stevens. 

"Most freshman just get caught up in the idea of finally being in high school and slack off a 
little. . . hey, even I'm guilty of that," said Gross. 

According to an article on www.collegeapps.about.com from the moment a student gets to 
high school they should be meeting with guidance counselors and making sure to be taking 
the most challenging courses they can. Meaning, take courses which make you do work and 
allow you to excel. 

Later in the article it also states, "work hard to impress your teachers, they'll be the ones writing your recommendation letters" while I am not implying you 
spend these four years of your life sucking up to teachers it is pretty important to make a good impression. Even if you sometimes don't feel as smart as the person 
sitting next to you try your hardest. You aren't expected to produce excellence all the time, however, you are expected to put your best effort forward. 

Applying to college is an extremely long process. You first must pick schools to apply to, then apply, get recommendations then wait months to hear back from 
schools and then finally submit intent to enroll. The process takes almost the entirety of your senior year and can be very stressful at times. However, you can 
make the job slightly easier by making sure to do well in high school. Though I don't agree that grades necessarily are a good measure of intelligence they are a 
good measure of work ethic and effort; which is exactly what colleges are looking for. 

Colleges want to see an eagerness to learn. They want motivated students, and unfortunately among your SATS and recommendations your overall GPA is the 
only other factor. So for all the underclassmen out there who think these years of your life don't matter; think again. The result of these few years could wind up 
changing the outcome of your life. 



Nikki stressing over her GPA 



101 Ways to Procrastinate Finals 


Plan summer vacation out. Day, by. day. 
Read the MOR. Over and over again. 

One word- Wiswall. 

The movies. Superman Returns will rule. 
Stall the burning of your notebooks. 

Sleep. 

Twiddle your thumbs. 

Spoils and games: who doesn’t want to 
indulge themselves in a game of cards. 
Throw stuff across a room, like a text book. 
Sharpen 20 or 30 pencils in preparation for 
your tests. • . : • 

Rip up pieces of paper to see how small you can get them, 
fake advantage of the sunny day with some needed sunbathing. 

Find out how long you can do a hand stand for. 

Memorize the curves on your fingerprints. 

Send Hate email to your teachers. 

.Clean out vour backpack and locker. 

Do some well-needed hair/nails/beard grooming. 

Watch Strongbad emails you have missed. 

Look for vour long-unused beach ball. 

Derive the mathematical equations to produce the perfect souftee. 

Start your own experiment to determine if global warning is real by stepping 
outside for a few minutes, every hour. 

Xbox 360 or video games in general 

fell yourself that a double latte from Breaking New Grounds would help you 


MatfiartSaiitssD 




study 

Try to search for your lucky rabbit foot from the 6* grade, so you can pass your math final. 
Organize your notes into piles on your desk, labeled in with small folded index cards. 
Attempt to teach your dog to eat your homework, in preparation for next school year. 
Finally fill out those job applications, which have been procrastinated enough already. 
Take a nap every now and then. , „ v 

Listen to really good music, to put yourself in the study-mood, subsequently falling asleep. 


TJnfortunately, writing lists of 101 ways to do something is as easy to procrastinate as finals. 


WMMMi I 
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Players' Ring 
Presents 



June 9 - 25 


Friday, Saturday 8:00pm, and Sunday 7:00pm 
The Players' Ring is located at .1Q5.M9.rcy.. St, in Portsmouth, NH 


LOOK AT THIS AD! 


Reservations (603) 436-8123 


Tickets: $10 Adults, $8 Students and Seniors 
Payment by Cash or Check. 

No Credit Cards 


LOOK AT THIS AD! 



httn: //www. nlaversrinq.org/2Q05 2006 Season/Romeo Juliet.htm 



June 2, 2006 


Op-Ed 

Mouth of the River 



Highschool Highlights: ORHS Edition 





ritual that teachers seem to expect 
of us. Here are some things that 
are crucial to the high school 
experience, and specific to Oyster 
River. 


Don’t Miss Out On: 

Skipping a class. It’s a right 
of passage, and for all those who 
never skipped a class or two, I 
feel very, very sorry for you. Just 
don’t let it get out of hand. 

Mrs. Raiford! Don’t miss out on 
taking a class with Mrs. Raiford, 


Doesn’t this make you want to 
take her class? 


High school 
is a rite of 


passage. 

Unless you are 
homeschooied 
through 12 th 
grade, in which 
8la§§le8l8|liaftfp4«?ffg? case college 

will be quite the 
slap in the face, 

or you are one of those people who drop out of 
school in 8 th grade, most people will probably go 
through high school at some point in their lives. 
Within the walls of any high school, there are 


around the school, even if you aren’t taking any art 
classes, Mr. Lawrence and Mrs. Rosi-Ray would be 
happy to give you something to paint, either this year or 
next year. Your “art” will be immortalized forever. 
Good feeling. 


Along with stuff to do, here are some things, if 
avoided will definitely make your high school years a 
bit easier. 

Don’t save both your required classes until second 
semester, senior year. You don’t want to be in a 
position where your precariously balanced grade in IT 
& Me is the only thing that stands in the way of whether 
or not you graduate. 

Don’t miss exactly 20 days of class before the end 
of the year, and then be forced to attend every single 
day of school, no matter if you have to be wheeled in on 
your death bed to attend Economics. 

Don’t ask your math teacher when you will use 
whatever [seemingly] useless math thing they are 
teaching. Math teachers are very’ defensive when you 
question the real-world application of finding the 
functions of logarithms. 

If you are an underclassman, don’t park in senior 
parking. Even if the space is open, it probably belongs 
to someone, who will be very angry if they try to park 
and your car is in their spot. And nest year’s seniors- if 
someone is in your spot, don’t park in teacher parking. 
Teachers like Mr. Lawrence will have your car towed. 

At your expense. 

Don’t steal food from the cafeteria. For no other 
reason other than it’s incredibly tacky. 

Enjoy the rest of your years at Oyster River, and no 
matter how many detentions you get for skipping class, 
remember: it’s all part of the high school experience. 


certain things that need to be done by each and 
every person to make it a Real High School 
Experience. Most people’s high school years are 
not entirely spent studying, any normal person 
strays from the school-homework-sleep-maybe eat 


you’ll regret it if you 
don’t. Two solid years 
with Mrs. Raiford; in 
American Studies, 
Philosophy and 
Sociology opened my 
mind in ways I never 
could fi five imagined. 
Taking an art class 
or two. Even if you take it just for the fact that there is 
barely any homework, everyone needs a creative outlet, 
and spending 52 minutes a day in the art room is a great 
way to distress and get away from the world of School 
for a bit. 

If you’re in 
Spanish, make sure 
to try and take a 
French class- the 
Cult of French is 
irresistible! And no 
matter what language 
you’re in. get to 
either Espanol 5 or 
Francais 5, it’s the 
reward for trillions 
of verb translations 
and awkward 
presentations. 

Submit a letter to 
the editor. Face it, 
it’s fun to see your 
stuff get printed, and 
MOR is always 
looking for student 
opinions on stuff 
around the school. 
Trust me. 

Try to help out 
with one of the 
murals going up 
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Oh, golly- this year 
was splendid. Harriet 
Miers got kicked out of 
court; George sank the 
US budget deficit to a 
record 

$251,000,000,000 and 
some people believed 
they found a tenth 
planet. Those were just 

the highlights. 

Here in Durham, things weren’t quite as interest- 
ing. The majority of the ORIIS population kept 
working at the DUMP, arid Durham maintenance 
repainted the.cros§tfvalks in Downtown Durham. 
Nothing too eartly 
shattering. 

Here at Oyster River 
life went on. Thi^ year 
was pretty low-key. With 
construction being so 
passe, the excuse of being 
late to class because you ** 
were “rerouted due to 
power-welding in the 
sophomore hallway” 
didn’t cut it this year. 

Aside from the slight 
glitch regarding Senior 
Follies and the influx of 
Gangstas near the Senior 
Core, life as OR ran 
smoothly as the river it is 
named after. 

Until the Oyster River 
flooded. Now that was 
entertaining. I’d say that 
that the highlight of this 
year was probably the two 
extra days we had off 
from school, Oyster 
River’s first ever Flood 
Days. So not only did we 
have a four day weekend 
in the middle of May, but 
we got to go tubing on 
Route 108, take pictures of our flooded yard, and if 
you were really daft, attempt to kayak down by the 
Town Landing, and get the police called on you. But 
at least you can say you tried. 

I guess, in the end, this year can be summed up 
much like The Great Flood of 06. Stuff here at ORHS 
started Gut normally, low key. Then we experienced 
the so-called ORevolution, which started out with a 
bang, and then ended pretty anticiimactically. Now 
the waters are back down to normal level, as is our 
school. 

Today is the last day of high school for the class of 
06. We’ve been at this school since the fall of 2002, 
and now, in the spring of 2006, we bid our last, fond 
farewell. Through these past four years we have 
experienced life in the old school, life during construc- 
tion, and now, life in the new school. We have 
suffered the death of our principal, our superintendent 
and a beloved classmate. We saw 90 degree days and 
days below where the temperature dipped below zero. 
Our classes were sometimes fun and sometimes lame, 
but that’s high school. 

Finally, we are moving on, and I feel like we can 
say these were a pretty good four years. 


An entire year has gone 
by and I didn’t even 
notice. Where did it go? It 
seemed like yesterday that 
I was in awe at how many 
books I had to carry 
around (6 books not 
including needed note- 
books). A lot has hap- 
pened, looking back, most 
of which I enjoyed. 

Yet, as much as this year 
has rocked it has also equally sucked. Being a junior is 
not fun. You have tons of things to do and worry about. 
We have a lot of pressure to get good grades, get jobs, 
take the SATs, and look for where we are going to go 


after senior year. My time has been monopolized by the 
trinity of evil: school classes/work, athletic practice, and 
family responsibilities. 

I remember psyching my self up for the up and coming 
year, trying as much as I could to not be daunted by 
what my siblings had described as the hardest year of 
high school. Little did I know what the year would put 
me through. 

One of the greatest things of this school year was the 
efforts by classes to band together. This is the first year 
in my high school career that I can say one class has not 
been terrorizing another. Huzzah! In fact, we played 
together rather well, especially when a protest was 
necessary. 

That physics field trip was a lot of fun. Funtown 
Splashtown with practically 0 people, riding the 
rollercoaster “Excalibur” two times in a row and four 
times total, (only to feel sick for the next two days) was 
the best field trip I’ve ever been on. All while my 
parents thought I was sitting quietly in a classroom. 

Those hurricanes kinda sucked the fun out of the fall 
(almost literally). I was not happy about that, at least 
they still had a Mardi Gras parade. This wasn’t even the 
worst thing that happened this year. 

The bane of my existence has most definitely been 
some of the actions and opinions of the administration 


and teachers throughout the year. Students aren’t 
listened to enough, and we are often right about things. 
In my opinion they ought to take a page from one of the 
more experienced and intelligent people in our commu- 
nity: Shirley Thompson, then people would be more 
open to student input. 

Senior Follies.has been referred to as a “Tradition.” 
Tradition is defined by dictionary.com as_?A body of 
unwritten religious precepts.” If Follies is a religious 
belief and this school has mandated the building may be 
used by religious groups (i.e. Girls Bible Study Club) 
why can’t Follies happen here? 

As long as the event is not offensive or slanderous, 
there is no reason not to have it. Moreover, why would 
we be persecuted for our religious beliefs? 

The fact is that our school does not have as many 

traditions as it used to. There is no more 
senior bench for the seniors to defend with 
all their might. There hasn’t been a 
homecoming float in a while. We don’t 
have a court yard to hang out in, or even 
any kind of student lounge. Instead of 
having our student senate participate in 
talks with administration concerning 
where budget is going to go to and how 
school policy should be mandated, our 
school senate spends most of its time 
planning dances. 

Maybe we are solely victims of circum- 
stance, and in the coming years our school 
will be better. But for intensive purposes, 
this year was negatively effected by the 
lousiness of our school. At least that huge 
flood made my high school career two 
days shorter. 


It was my senior 
year, my last year, 
my last hoorah, my 
final episode. What 
did I think of it? I 
thought it kind of 
sucked. I had high 
hopes for my senior 
year at ORHS but as 
it comes to an end I have realized it was 
that great. 

A year in review wouldn't be complete 
unless I mentioned loss of senior privileges. The 
administration took away some privileges from 
the senior class and gave us a spirit festival; I'm 
not really very high in the school spirit levels so 
it really didn't bother me. 

I took a typical senior schedule Math, 

Science, English a few other classes, and two 
free periods. You would think this would be 
heaven. To be honest I have never been so 
bored. I go home everyday and just sit there, I 
do absolutely nothing. And this lack of work 
has made me the laziest person alive. When I 
do get homework or a project I procrastinate like 
it's my mother friggin' job. It could be a simple 
power point but I still put it off until six minutes 
before class and usually put little effort in. This 
is a condition known as Senioritis. 

Other than that there wasn't very much that 
went on during this school year. It goes by fast 
and a lot of the time not fast enough but all in all 
I feel that my senior year was not the year of 
fun, parties, and craziness that I imagined it 
would be when I was entered ORHS as a 
freshman. 
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BEST CUSS EVER! 


Webster dictionary defines the “best-class-ever” as “a year of students wbichfoxeels beyond ad others in the areas of curricular achievement, 
intellectual development, physical skill, and social finesse.” Actually, I just made that up, but if there was an entry for “best-class-ever” that is 
what it would say. \ . ... ■ ■ 

In this school the class of 07 is most definitely the best-class-ever. Fortuhaffiy for all underclassmen throughout this school the 07 $ wili- 
soon be wielding a certain level of control. So soon in fact that this paper is being released a week before 06s finish their final exams and 
leave this school only to return for graduation. 

For such a great class, what kind of senior year can 07s produce? What does Oyster River High School have on the horizon? Will theye be 


it is no secret that the class of 07 has some of the most mentally competent, physically skillfol, and socially influential people in this school. 
■ From Kevin Feng’s crazy mathematical talent, to Eyob Eyuafem’s renowned speed, to Rachel Rhinos social Firstly we should g l y i fy look at 
this class before, we tr>' to predict the happenings of next year. 

Tire morning of the pep rally last April, students from the freshmen, sophomore, and senior class were asked to sign-up tor activities. The juniors had already filled up all 
their open spots. We are a very proactive class. Another example of our proactiveness would be from the pep rally early this year, where we created the best class poste r in 
Oyster River history. 

©fo freshmenjor sophomore) year there was a certain basketball shoot off game during a pep rally. Like many pep rallies 1 remember getting a bit board, at one point, this 
time it was not because the ax'd vity was lame, but because Caiflin Guarino and Blair K elley were showing the upperclassmen the definition of a good shot? Repeatedly making 
.-the. shot m a 2 vs 2 vs 2 vs 2 school game of knock-out. 

The way we have conducted ourselves in the past has been questioned, i.e. fueling class rivalry and vandalizing the lockers. But, when you look at our cla^s as a whole, you 
can’t deny that we are sublime 


NattanS^tascift'MlMtar 



It is definitive that Oyster River’s class of ’07 is the best-class-ever. But, one can't predict exactly what will happen in the best-class-ever’s senior year, one thing is sure: it 
will be epic. 




“This is entirely opinion and not at all based on fact,** 

**Even though many leading scientists have confirmed the accuracy of this article. 


Letter to the Editor: Pro-Choice! 

My name is Natasha Pasternack, and I have been told that I am going to Hell more times in my 18 years than most people can claim for a lifetime. I volunteer at 
NHPR, 1 work hard at my job, I rescue hurt animals from the side of the road and I get good grades. I obey laws and am a compassionate person to everyone I meet. I 
even believe in God. So why do so many people seem to think I am going to Hell? 

Because I am pro-choice. It’s a value I was raised on, right along with the golden rule. Whenever I start to talk about abortion, I am confronted by a barrage of 
stares and a general level of discomfort. It’s a medical procedure, not murder. Murder is pro-lifers blowing up abortion clinics. Murder is abortion being outlawed in 
South Dakota and pharmacists being allowed to deny women the morning-after pill when she has a valid prescription. 

Don’t try to tell me an unwanted pregnancy is no onp’s fault but the people involved. Yes- that is often the ease- sew without contraceptives us generally thought 
to lead to pregnancy- but that is not always true. People are raped, condoms break, conditions change. I don’t one woman needs an abortion because she was raped 
and another needs it because she’s a bit too fond of the boys, both women are entitled to proper medical care and an abortion if that is what she wants. Abortion is a 
moral, not a government issue. No one has ever been forced to have one, no one should ever be forced not to. Every child should be wanted, and every mother should be 
happy. 

I don’t know whose life is pro-life is, but the day the government is making personal, difficult decisions for a private citizen is a sad one. Pro-life isn’t pro-child, 
pro-woman, pro-family or pro-me. It most certainly isn’t pro-the dozens of innocent healthcare workers and patients who have lost their lives in attacks on private clinics. 
So go ahead, tell me I’m going to Hell; this is something I live for and I understand might kill me, but it’s bigger than I am. Hell really doesn’t faze me at this point. 


— ’ " - ■■■■ — — . ’ — ; ■ — — ' ~ — 
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Letter from the Editor 







Today is the last day of classes for Seniors. I can assume that the juniors know what 1 mean when Isay “Last Day of Classes’ 

Juniors are so close to their final hurrah that they can feel the adrenaline in their veins when they think of next year. But, to all you under- 

classmen who have no idea what the last day of class means, let me explain what’s so special about today. 

Counting this day of school, seniors have attended close to 2160 days of school (not counting skip days), over the last 12 years of 
their existence. Each day has been unique. Some days were terrible andsomewere a real good time. Each and every day we have’dealt with 
new problems, new people and probably had an encounter or two with that one teacher who we really did not want to see. Every senior has 
had the pleasure of dealing with hours upon hours of homework, studying, and last minute projects. Seniors have been through the worst of 
times. We’ve had headaches froth too much studying, hand- cramps from loo many notes, and for the most part, a genuine regret that the class 
of 2009 ever set foot in our school. ' 

But not today ! Nothing can make this day go wrong. The pages upon pages of essays and hours upon hours Of sitting at desks have 
finally paid off! Today is our last day. No longer will the thought of freshman thugs cross our minds, no more will we wander the halls during one of our many free periods. 
After today, the senior class of 2006 will perhaps make only one more appearance as a unified class on school grounds, and that is at graduation, After today, you may never 
see that senior in the hails on your way to G period. After today, you may not see anymore blue “Secret Underground Follies” shirts in the core. So on this, the last day of 

classes, take notice of the seniors who have gone through so much, because after today, you are that much closer to becoming them. 
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Alex Freid: 

The Punk Look 


Phil Trombley: 


Katie Sims: 

The Hippie Look 


CJ Phetakoune: 

The Suave Lee Unit Look 


Different 
Fashion 
Statements 
at ORHS: 


The Jock Look 


Alii Pareti: 

The Prep Look 
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What Are You Looking Forward to 



Ali Stertevant: "I'm looking 
forward to not being seen as 'the 

little people' anymore." Kayla Evans: "Not being 

the youngest anymore!" 

Class of 2009 

Ashley Cox: "I am looking forward to starting a brand 
new year. This year we were freshmen, so we were just 
getting used to a new school, but next year as sopho- 
mores we'll be able to focus more on activities and 
making new friends " 


Next Year? 




Kelsey Harris- Capuono: "I'm looking forward to 
having more free periods!" 


Class of 2008 


Jana O’Leary: “I’m excited for the selection of 
classes I chose for next year!” 


Lynden Scarano: “I can’t wait to be an upperclassman, 
and be able to be rude to freshmen and not feel bad!” 





Nicho Jaras-Watts: "I'm 



Blake Janelle: "Just being a senior, I looking forward to diving 



guess." 

next year- 1 m gonna win 




at States!" 


, tl 

Class 

of 2007 

jar**** 



Evan Lonstein: "I'm looking forward to 


iWBL fPl 1 


the incoming freshmen... girls." 

m Mm IBIlI 


Emily Allen: "Graduating and getting 



out of here!" 






Emily Heckel 


Rachel Poppke: "I'm looking forward 
to making new friends and having 


new experiences. . .growing up! 


Kate Nardi: "Dude! I'm totally 
looking forward to being a Super 
Senior and making 07 boys feel 
awkward!" 


Class of 2006 


Megan Schulz: "Learning stuff that's 
actually going to be interesting and 
beneficial to my future!" 


Phil Trombley: "It will be 
nice to actually be able to 
focus on something that 
actually matters to me." 


Tristan Contas 
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As Matt took 
the sign from the 
catcher, he knew 
what he had to do. There were two outs, and the 
bases were loaded. Matt worked the batter to a 3- 
2 count and, needed one pitch to get out of the 
inning. He checked the runners at third and first 
and winded up. The pitch was perfect, right on 
the comer edge of the plate, 
and the batter whiffed at it. He got the batter to 
strike out after being in a tough situation. 

While that scene may or may not be true; this 
was Matt Samo's life; Baseball. Everything he did 
revolved around it. He was a great athlete all 
around, as well as one of the nicest kids you will 
ever meet. Tragically, his life was cut short due to 
acute leukemia. His life, his baseball career, both 
finished before the age of 18. Over one year later 
and it seems just yesterday he was here with us. 

"He was a highly motivated and hard working 
person. He is the type of kid you want your son 
or daughter to be," stated Assistant Principal 
Dave Evans. "He was a really nice kid," stated 
Senior Ben Walnicki. "I don't think anyone didn't 
like him and I don't think he disliked anyone 
either," stated Walnicki who was one of Matt's 
best friends. This is the common feeling among 
students and faculty at Oyster River High School. 

"He was a great person and always thought about 
others before himself," commented Senior Nikki 
Casimiro. "He was friends with everyone and 
was always joking and laughing," stated Senior 
Andy Vatistas. 

Sports and baseball were a huge part in Matt's 
life. "They were huge, once he wouldn't jump on my trampoline because he 
was pitching later on in the day," commented Walnicki. "Baseball played a 
very big role in his life. He had plans in the future to continue playing and he 
kind of worked his life around baseball," said Vatistas. 

"Matt Samo was one of those people who even if he wasn't the best, like golf 


team for example. He played with beat up old clubs, a beat up old bag, and he 
still worked hard and did his best. He was proud of whatever he did because 
he worked hard at everything," said Senior Kinsman Taylor. Not only was 
Matt a great person, he was an outstanding leader on and off the baseball field. 
"He was a leader on the baseball team, and baseball was his life. "He was a 
good baseball player and he had good dedication to the game," stated Alex 
Foster. "He was a lead by example type of a guy and did 
what needed to be done for the team," stated Foster. 

Dave Evans, the Assistant Principal at Oyster River High 
School commented about the school and community effect 
of Matt's death, "The whole tragedy brought the school 
together at an already tough year emotionally. It really 
speaks to what he meant to the community," he said. 

As his friends and family knew, his high school baseball 
career wasn't where he wanted to stop. He wanted to 
continue playing in college, hopefully at Division I 
Dartmouth. He would've played in college. He was deter- 
mined to play D-I," stated Senior Jon DiVeglia. 

Not one bad thing can be said about Matt. He was a 
loving, caring and overall a great person. He was an out- 
standing athlete and his life revolved around his baseball 
career. If he was still alive today, everyone knows he would 
be playing baseball in college, and everyone knows he 
would've worked hard to continue his career further. As the 
seniors who grew up with him move on to college and to 
pursue our dreams, we will be taking a piece of Matt's with 
us. He touched every one of our lives, and he will be with 
us always as our lives continue. So may he rest in piece and 
may we all reach our goals and dreams as Matt would've 
wanted. 

Matt will be receiving an honorary degree from Oyster 
River at graduation June 9th. If you would like to help out 
by donating money to his scholarship fund, the Samo 
Summer Classic will be held June 4th. There will also be a 
road race held June 17th in honor of Matt. For more infor- 
mation on these events please visit 
www.samosummerclassic.com or contact Senior Andy 
Vatistas or Matt Samo's brother, Joe Samo. 
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Athletes of The Month 


Catherine McNally 





Catherine McNally, making the situation awkward 


Q. Nicknames? 

A. Sketchy Cath 

Q. Team? 

A. Varsity Softball 

Q. What are you most famous for? 

A. My ability to make any situation awkward 

Q. Do you have any unique talents? 

A. I can dissolve lollipops in record time 

Q. Use five words to describe you. 

A. Outgoing, Friendly, Sarcastic, Fun, SENIOR 

Q. Who's your favorite high school athlete? 

A. Downtown Sammy Brown 

Q. What's your favorite color? 

A. Teal 

Q. What is your most memorable sports moment? 

A. Winning two games in a season, the most in 10 years 

Q. What's your favorite sport to watch on TV? 

A. Roller Jam 

Q. If you could be anybody who would you be? 

A. Mr. Evans 

Q. If you had one magical power what would it be? 

A. X-ray vision 

Q. Who's your hero? 

A. Courtney "Svierge" Stevens 

Q. What's your favorite thing about yourself? 

A. My Ears 

Q. Where are you headed next year? 

A. University of Colorado at Boulder 


Jon Diveglia 



Jon pitching for Oyster River 
Photo courtesy: Nick Sosnowski 

Q. Nicknames? 

A. Divideo, Diveglia, Jonny D 

Q. Team? 

A. Varsity Baseball 

Q. What are you most famous for? 

A. My amazing vocabulary 

g>. So you ha ve any unique talents? 

A. I can be in the same car as Nick Sosnowski without killing him 

Q. Use five words to describe you. 

A. Nice, Intelligent, Talkative, Adventurous, Athletic 

Q. Who's your favorite high school athlete? 

A. Rich Santello 

Q. What's your favorite color? 

A. Black 

Q. What is your most memorable sports moment? 

A. Watching Nick Sosnowski attempt to hit a baseball 

Q. What's your favorite sport to watch on T.V? 

A. Curling 

Q. If you could be anybody who would you be? 

A. Dale Rasmussen 

Q. If you had one magical power what would it be? 

A. To give myself all the money in the world 

Q. Who's your hero? 

A. Jesus 

Q. What's your favorite thing about yourself? 

If! The fact that ! atnfi nothing lake Nick Sftsmowski 

Q. Where are you headed next year? 

A. Harvard 
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Boxing at Oyster River 


Ducking from a jab. Senior Ben Walnicki throws a 
left and connects with his peer's chin. Head 
» i* — s « spinning with adrenaline, eyebrows cracked and 


seeping blood from blocking 
the other kid's fists, Walnicki 
connects another critical hit to 
his nose before he is signaled 
to stop by his grinning boxing 
instructor. 

Boxing is a dark area often 
skipped over when parents are 
looking to inspire their chil- 
dren. "Two people beat the 
pulp out of each other for no 
good reason," said Oyster 
River High School teacher 
Tom Hausmann. Boxing is a 
sport that provokes violence, 
pain and intensity; things that 
supervisors don't often want 
to get their innocent little 
children into. "I just hate how 
people [Boxers] beat their 
faces," said mother of two 
children. Heather Healy, "It's 
heinous." Just think about it; 
the average professional boxer 
is GARUNTEED at least two 
broken noses in their career, 
while more chronic injuries are 
a common occurrence. But to some people like Walnicki, this stuff just doesn't 
really matter. 


"Going out after school and punching some kids is really stress relieving," 
pointed out Walnicki, who just recently ended his two year boxing career. 
Because Durham has no program to offer, Walnicki practiced his skills in Dover 

against other kids who were inter- 
ested in beating each other's faces in. 

"Bloody lips and eyebrows were 
very common," smiled Walnicki 
before mentioning that the injuries 
where in no way limited to this norm. 
But the main reason that he enjoyed 
the sport is because it helped him get 
into shape, "To be a boxer, you want 
to be cut, and you want to be fit, any 
extra muscle can get in the wa)V' 

Most of Walnicki's practices were 
conditioning, where those attending 
would less lifting weights, and more 
cardio and speed exercises. 

And according to Walnicki, the key 
to boxing is speed; which he used to 
his advantage in his very first spar. 
"The first guy I fought was bigger 
than me, but I did pretty well." At 
first, Walnicki said that he was a bit 
intimidated by his first opponent 
because he was so huge, but Walnicki 
gave him a bloody eyebrow and was 
settled when he realized he was 
much faster than him. But when 
you're fighting kids like this, Walnicki 
said that it is also important to have 
endurance, because as you fight, you 

get tired and dizzy. 

Though boxing is a sport that your everyday person might not enjoy, it might 
be fun to check out a match sometime to give these professionals the respect 
that they deserve. 




Sarno Summer Classic 

Saturday, June 4th 

It is a beautiful Sunday afternoon at the Oyster River High School, and outside on the fields there are people as far as you can 
see, all of them doing what? Playing wiffleball, and for a good cause too! 

On Sunday, June 4 th 2006, the Sarno Summer Classic wiffleball tournament will take place at the fields of ORHS. This is the first 
annual Sarno Summer Classic to take place here at Oyster River, and it is expected to become a tradition. 

Andy Vatistas, a senior at Oyster River High School and Matt Belanger, a sophomore at the University of New Hampshire took charge of this project to make 
sure that it happens and it all goes over well. These two came up with all of the rules and decided on most of the details to make the tournament happen and 
make it successful so that it will continue to work in the future. 

"The organization for the tournament is going really well so far, we have a whole bunch of teams that have already signed up and we are expecting more" says 
Matt Belanger, one of the organizers of the tournament, "There has been a lot of work put into this tournament and a lot of people involved with this tournament 
which is to benefit this great cause in memory of our friend Matt." Belanger continued. 

Andy Vatistas, who is also heading up the organization of the tournament, is very enthusiastic about the interest that has been shown by the whole community. 
"We have received a whole bunch of donations from all of the local businesses here in Durham. All of these donations of food, and prizes really help us make sure 
that all of the entrance fees can go right to the scholarship fund and we won't have any other expenses." Vatistas commented. 

The tournament is expected to pull together about thirty teams of middle school and high school students, as well as a couple adults, both male and female to 
compete, and a lot of these teams are quite excited for this tournament to start up. 

This tournament has grabbed the attention of not only students here at Oyster River High School, but students from surrounding schools as well as past students 
of Oyster River that are coming back. Many of the teams from the days of the Althor Park wiffleball tournaments have decided to return to playing in this tourna- 
ment, including the team who won it all in 2004, the Italian Stallions, consisting of this year's seniors. 

A member of the Italian Stallions, Bobby Lambert is ecstatic to get this tournament going and play. "I can't wait for this tourney to start, we have all been practic- 
ing and getting ready, it's gonna' be sick!" said Lambert. 

There are also teams like the Terror Squad, a team of Oyster River graduates from 2005, lead by Captain Aaron Weitzman, this team competed in the Althor Park 
tournaments and are back for more. "Of course we are coming back to play in the Sarno Classic! We wouldn't miss this one, T-squad!" Weitzman commented. 

The Sarno Summer Classic wiffleball tournament is taking place to benefit the Matt Sarno Scholarship Fund that was started in his honor last year. All of the 
profits from team sign-ups and any other donations from local businesses will go to running the tournament as well as to this scholarship fund. 

So far, the Matt Sarno Scholarship Fund has raised around $4,000 over the past year, a lot of that coming from the bracelet sales that were started last year. 
According to Vatistas, the wiffleball tournament is expected to bring in close to another $3,000 for the scholarship fund. 
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Sunday, June 4 th , 2006 
Oyster Rirer High School 
www. SamoSummerClassic.com 



Awarded for: 

♦ Winning Teams 

* Best Uniform 

• Sportsmanship 

♦ Team Spirit 

» And MUCH morel 



• Free Movie Passes! 

• VIP Passes to York's Wild 
Kingdom! 

• Mini Golf Passes from Hilltop Fun 
Center! 

• Free Hair Cuts from A-Nu-Du! 

• ORHS Gear from Hayden Sports! 

• Dinner Gift Certificates from all 
over the Seacoast! 

• And MUCH MORE! 


All oroceeds to benefit the Matthew Sarno Scholarship Fund 
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NHIAA and NCAA Address Student- Athlete Transfer Concerns 


High school basketball star James Johnson 
can't get tonight's big game off his mind. Forget 
about tomorrow's trigonometry mid-term; he's 
failing anyways... More importantly to Johnson, 
his team is playing a long time rival and there is 
no room for a test distraction. Besides, after this 
week Johnson will be transferring to a private 
school to boost his grades and earn core-credit 
that make him eligible to play Division I college 
basketball. Despite Johnson's transfer he will still be the starting center for the 
public school's team while receiving his education elsewhere. 

Though the above is a fictional account it is similar to scenarios some athletic 
governing boards are currently attempting to deal with. This recent transfer 
trend is causing the New Hampshire Interscholastic Athletic Association 
(NHIAA) and the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) to question 
student-athlete academic eligibility and whether such transfers are fair and 
should be permitted. 

In the past the NHIAA heard rumors of students transferring schools without 
a corresponding move by a parent or guardian, for the sole purpose of an 
athletic advantage. For example, joining a team for the single reason that it gets 








"The academic training d student gets is 
gidng to be far more us l than the athletic (fain * 


Senior, Sarah Roeder during a soccer playoff game in Fall 2005. 


more publicity or because an athlete likes one coach more than another. 

In addition, an accompanying problem has been noted on the national level of 
the NCAA. This issue centers around students who are transferring to schools 
that allow them to earn core-course credit with academic outcomes notably 
gjijferent than those achieved at a former school. 

With the successful completion of these core-courses a student is more 
likely to pass the academic standards established by the NCAA, allowing 
them to play a division one or two sport in college. By passing the academic 
standards of the NCAA a student-athlete is able to prove they have what it 
takes both athletically and academically to succeed in college. 

This sort of transferring raises concern for NCAA president Myles Brand. 

The transferring causes Brand to question the legitimacy of high school 
academic credentials student-athletes are presenting to the NCAA. In 
addition. Brand questions whether the recent trends in secondary-school 
education elude the NCAA's intent of eligibility standards in Division I and II 
sports. 

According to an article on vnews.com NCAA Vice President, Kevin Lennon, 
was quoted as saying, "The issue at hand challenges the integrity of our aca- 
demic requirements... and creates untenable situations for athletics depart- 
ments and coaches..." 

Oyster River Assistant Principal and Varsity Softball coach, Dave Evans 
explains that, "A school environment is for learning. My first priority as an 
administrator and coach is to make sure students and athletes are getting the 
most they can out of this district. Sports are for fun and need to come second to 


an education..." 

Oyster River 
alumna Zack 
Simmons admits he's 
tom about the issue 
brought forth by the 
NCAA. Simmons, 
who is now a 
sophomore and 
starting goalie at the 
Division I college 
UMass- Amherst, 
agrees that "Maybe 
there is a problem 
that needs to be 
addressed... student- 

athletes should make academics a priority because the vast majority of them 
aren't going to play professionally. The academic training a student gets is 
going to be far more useful than the athletic training... it seems a little like a cop- 
out to transfer schools just because you're struggling." 

Coach Evans further comments that, "I think it is 
important for the NCAA to investigate the issue at 
hand and establish some sort of resolution... but, I 
mean, if a family is willing to pay tuition at another 
school, and still pay taxes to benefit the school in 
their community, why should anyone stop them?" 

In fact, though only home-schooled cases currently 
exist, such a scenario has potential to take place 
within the Oyster River Community. High school 
athletic director Carol Gephardt explains, "If a 
student still lives in a public school district, and their 
parents are still paying taxes which benefit the 
school then the student is allowed to play for the 
public school as well as attend a private school for a 
different education." 

The New Hampshire Interscholastic Athletic 
Association (NHIAA), which oversees high school 
sports competition in the state, placed a half-season 
sit-out ban into effect in August of 2004. Under this 
ban any student who transfers schools without a 
corresponding move by a parent or guardian will 
have to sit out a half-season in a sport before being 
eligible to play. 

"The ban's ridiculous," stated Oyster River senior 
Cy Watson. "If you're playing at a school that isn't 
giving you ample opportunity to excel in a sport 
than you should be able to transfer schools without 
having to worry about a half-season ban." 

Recently concerns of this ban mounted as it did not 
account for extenuating circumstances where a 
student is forced to move without a parent or 
guardian due to a family divorce or split. 

Marty Brown, Kearsarge Regional Athletic Director, was quoted as calling 
athletically motivated transfers "an occasional problem" in an article on 
vnews.com and also explains that the "once-in-a-while rumor" of families 
sending children to live with relatives in order to gain access to different 

schools poses a 
problem for the 
NHIAA and it's time 
for them to debate it. 

The NHIAA 
eligibility committee 
is now undergoing a 
review of the ban, at 

the center of which is a document called the Transfer Rule Affidavit. If the 
affidavit is signed by student-athletes, principals and athletic directors of both 
the sending and receiving schools the affidavit then certifies that the move is 
not motivated by a sport and exempts the student from the half-season ban, 
allowing them to being play right away. 

According to vnews.com, NHIAA executive director, Jim Desmarais, signed 
roughly 175 affidavits for students transferring to another NHIAA school. "I 
couldn't guess how many were athletically motivated. . . but one is too many. . . I 
do hear from time to time. . . that. . . principals and athletic directors don't feel 
comfortable denying the transfer affidavit, saying they don't have enough 
information to not sign.. ." said Desmarais. 
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From a student athlete perspective. Oyster River senior Sarah Roeder admits 
she can understand why a student may transfer schools to get a different 
education. "If a student has planned to play a Division I or II sport in college 
all their life and something stands in the way of that I think it's smart to look 
for a way to overcome the road block," said Roeder. "But I don't agree with the 
half-season sit out ban because it's only creating more of a problem for stu- 
dents... if they ultimately earn the credit then let them play," Roeder finished. 

However, as the rule currently stands recent Oyster River graduate Aaron 
Weitzman, who is playing division three baseball at UPITT Greensburg agrees 
with the half-season sit-out ban saying, "In high school it should be about your 
education and not about sports. Last year (2004-2005) a kid from a Class I 
school transferred to a Class M school towards the end of the regular season. .. 
Class I is better than M and his new school won a state championship because 
of him and I don't think it was fair..." 

As opinions are still mixed, both the NHIA A and NCAA will continue to 
debate the issue. The outcome currently remains to be unseen; however, both 
committees hope to have made adequate progress by June of 2006. 

"There just doesn't seem like a right or wrong answer for this issue," com- 
ments Simmons. "I can see it being hard to reach a final decision, but as long as 
education remains a priority in the end I don't see how the committees could 
go wrong." 


"^you're playing a sport at a school that isn't giving 
you ample opportunity ip excel in wjsgort than* you 
should be able to irarifer schools without having to worry 
about a haljrseasm ban . " 

- Senior (By Watson 


NCAA Initial-Eligibility Standards 
For the classes of 2005, 2006 and 2007: Division 
I and II: If you enter college in 2005 or after, you 
must have 14 core courses to be eligible to practice, 
play and receive financial aid at a Division I or 
Division II school. 

For the class of 2008: Division I only: If you plan to 
enter college in 2008 or after, you will need to 
present 16 core courses in the following breakdown: 

• 4 years of English 

• 3 years of mathematics (Algebra I or 
higher) 

• 2 years of natural/physical science (one must 
be a lab science) 

• 1 year of additional English, math or sci- 
ence 

• 2 years of social studies 

• 4 years of additional core courses (from any 
area listed above, or from foreign language, 
religion or philosophy) 

For more information on NCAA approved courses 
and SAT/ ACT standards visit 
www.ncaaclearinghouse.net 



NHIAA Rules -In Short: 

1. You may not represent your school in interscholastic 
athletics if you are 19 years old before September 1. 

2. You may not compete under NHIAA below grade 
nine, unless granted a waiver. 

3. You must pass 4 units of work during the previous 
grading period. (You will not be able to regain 
eligibility by making up failed courses). 

4. You may compete for no longer than eight consecu- 
tive semesters beyond eighth grade. 

5. You may only play as a transfer student with an 
accompanying move by a parent or guardian, unless 
a Transfer Rule Affidavit is signed. 

6. If you are a foreign student you must be sponsored 
by a CSIET-approved foreign exchange program to 
be eligible to compete. 

7. School team students must be present and active at 
all practices and competitions. 

8. There must be a medical exam statement on file 
certifying you have passed a physical exam. 

9 . NHiAA does not endorse AH-Star teams at any level. 

10. If disqualified for unsportsmanlike conduct you may 
not participate in the next scheduled competition. 

11. You must participate under your true name. 

12. A team may not begin regular practices until a 
NHIAA specified date. 

13. You are ineligible to compete if receiving any type of 
financial compensation. 

14. You must have NHIAA approval to participate in 
international competition. 

For a complete list of rules and regulations visit 
www.NHIAA.com 


Senior, Rick Laughton during a game against 
Laconia on January 13, 2006. 
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garde! 

Jason 


Usher raises his saber and 
glares at his costumed rival 
through a netted helmet. Not a 
moment passes before the two 
are consumed in the heat of 
battle. A blurred amoeba of 
sword and suit thrashes and 
stabs until two small green and 
red lights signal yet another 
defeat for Usher. 

"It's an adrenaline rush," 
described Usher, "It kind of 
makes you feel like you're in 
combat." Though he hasn't 
been fencing in a while. Usher 
has a special interest in this 
unique sport. Though it is not 
a widely popular sport in this 
area, there are many Oyster 
River students that could see 
themselves fencing if given the 
opportunity. 

"That's the sickest sport 
ever," said senior, Paul Deturk, 
"It takes a lot of skill and it's 


Fencing at Oyster River 



really an intricate sport." 
Another senior, David 
Benassi agrees with Deturk, 
"The excitement, the rush. I'd 
get wicked pumped up." 

Fencing runs in Usher's 
blood, his grandfather, who 
was perhaps one of his 
fencing inspirations, helped 
coach both the Harvard and 
MIT fencing teams. Accord- 
ing to Usher, only about 10 
percent of those who get into 
the sport continue it as a 
profession. In order to get 
much recognition as a fencer, 
you have to get placed very 
high in a tournament. 

Maybe you have thought 
about fencing before, or 
perhaps this is the first time 
you considered it. The 
general consensus is that 
fencing is a fun and intricate 
sport that can be carried on 
even as you get older. It 
might be worth checking out 
a tournament or a club 
sometime if you get a chance. 



Spring Sports Overview 



Final Record: 7-10 


Boys Baseball 
The Boys Baseball team had a decent season 
this year. After starting strong by winning their first 
two games, they dropped four in a row. After staying 
right around .500 for the first half of the season, the 
team went on a five game losing streak, but then 
finished off their regular seasons with two wins in a 
double-header with John Stark. The Boys Baseball 
team finished just inside the top 16 for Class I and 
made it to the playoffs. 


Girls Softball 

The Girls Softball team this year had some trouble, finishing 
the season with only one win coming against Hanover. This 
year's team had many underclassmen and only three seniors 
to lead the rest of the team. The girls finished in 21 st place, 
outside of playoff contention. 

Final Record: 1-14 



Girls Lacrosse 

The Girls Lacrosse team had a very successful season this year. After losing 

their first game to Portsmouth, the team came 
back to win four-in-a-row and eight out of their 
next nine games. The girls finished their season 
with a final record of 9-3, putting them in 2 nd 
place in Division III, getting a home seed in the 
playoffs. 

Final Record: 8-3 


Boys Tennis 

The Boys Tennis team had a tough season this year. The boys had a tough 

start going 1-3 in their first four games. They then 
came back to string together a couple wins in a 
row before going on a five-game losing streak and 
finishing their season with a 4-8 record. They 
placed ll lh in Cla9s I and didn't qualify for the 
‘ playoffs. 

Final Record: 4-8 





Boys Lacrosse 

The Boys Lacrosse team had a very strong start 
to their season, winning their first three games, 
but after that they finished the rest of their season 
with a 5-5 record to bring their final record to 8-5. 
This is not quite as well as the team was expected 
to do, but they finish in 5 th place in Division II, 
making it into the playoffs. 


Girls Tennis 

The Girls Tennis team had a great season this year, finishing their regular 

season with a record of 10-2, putting them in 
3rd place in Class I and sending them into 
the playoffs. After starting off with a four- 
game winning streak, the girls continued 
their successful season with a 6-2 record, and 
putting together a second four-game win- 
ning streak at the end of the season. They 
have moved to the semi-finals in the Class I 
playoffs, where they will take on 2nd place 



Final Record: 8-5 


Bishop Brady. 
Final Record: 10-2 
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What does the 
Future hold for 
these Senior 
Athletes? 


Rick Laughton: 

The dominant player on Oyster River's Boys 
Varsity Basketball team will be playing for Coach 
Mike Tully and Roger Williams University next 
winter. "One of the things that will be different is 
the physical-ness of the game," commented Rick 
Laughton on the differences in playing high 
school and college ball. Rick Laughton will be 
playing Division III in the Commonwealth Coast 
Conference. One of his main goals this coming 
year will be to get playing time. "Getting playing 
time as a freshman is big," stated Laughton. 


Jon DiVegfia: 

The co-captain and the number one starting 
pitcher for the Oyster River Boys Varsity baseball 
team will be playing next year at Northern Essex 
Community College. One of the things Jon 
pointed out as a difference between playing high 
school and college is. the coaches. "The Coaches 
don't teach you the basics in college, whereas in 
high school some people still need work on the 
basics," commented DiVeglia. '^Another thing is 
that they are a lot stricter and expect more in 
college," he said. One of Jon's main goals playing 
baseball for Northern Essex is moving up to a 
better school in the, future. 'Td like to move onto 
a 4-year school and play Division-1 baseball In 
the future," he stated. 


Other notable seniors that may be playing sports i: 
college, but are still undecided or will not play the 
first year: Sam Brown - University of New Hamp 
shire, Michelle Crothers - Tufts University, Sara 
Roeder - Providence. 




Jessie Schram: 

The top soccer star this year at Oyster River High 
School will be playing for Lehigh University in 
Pennsylvania. One of Jesse's goals for the upcom- 
ing year is to get into a few games. "I hope to play 
a few games freshman year," stated Schram. Jessie 
explained that he didn't think it would be too 
tough of a transition from high school to college. 

"I think it' s not going to be too tough of a transi- 
tion because of my club team," explained Jessie. 
Jessie want to ultimately start at Lehigh and has 
high hopes of Iris soccer future. "1 would like to 
be a first team All-American or whatever it is. 

That would be awesome," said Schram. 


Alex Hoyt: 

Alex Hoyt will be playing Basketball up at Tho- 
mas College up in Waterville, ME. "The biggest 
difference is going to be the intensity of the game, 
stated Alex Hoyt. One of the things that Alex 
hopes to improve on playing college ball is his 
defense. "I hope to improve defensively and 
improve my overall game as well," commented 
Hoyt. Alex knows the adjustment may be tough 
at first "I hope that it won't be too difficult to 
adjust, but I know I will have work to do," said 
Hoyt. ■ « ' :• ■: ;J • 


t Nikki Casimiro: 

One of the stars of the undefeated Class I Oyster 
River Girls Varsity basketball team will be playing 
I college basketball for Mount IDA in Newton, MA. 
: "I just want to get some playing time as a fresh- 


coaching was going to be a main difference. "The 
| coaches are going to be a lot more intense. Ii*s 
going to be really different. They don't have much 
to go on before you get there, so when you show 
up and play is what they will see from you," stated 
i Nikki. "1 want to make the team known and get 
them a competitor. 




Oyster River High School. . . Next Year 




